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The Parish of Sonning  
The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In  909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the  incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisb ury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'.  
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecc lesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between th e two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s by -passing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning, It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Canon C. G. Clarke,  

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims, Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, 
Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwardens:   

 Mr Bob Hine, 28 Glebe Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XH 969 8653 

 Mrs Jan Hammond, 28 Hilltop Road,  

Earley, RG 61DA  

 

926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus), 3 Strathmore 
Drive, Charvil, RG10 9QT 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood Gate, 

Lower Shiplake, RG9 3BY 

940 1431 

 Charvil: TBA  

 
 

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood gate, Lower 
Shiplake, RG9 3PY 

940 1431 

Treasurer: Mr James Wilson, 3 Imperial Court,  

Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1NP 

07721  

690 524 

Gift Aid:  Mr John Scoble, 8 Whitegates Lane, Earley, 
Reading, RG6 1EE 

 

926 5138 
Parish Magazine:   

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall, 39 Hudson Rd, Woodley,  

RG5 4EN. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 

07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Mrs N. Potter  934 4961 

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: martinsonia@clara.co.uk 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor: gordonbarnett@btinternet.com  

Advertising: nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar: chrisclarke@vodafoneemail.co.uk  
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

Oct 7 Harvest Festival, St Andrewõs & St Patrickõs 18 

Oct 7 St Patrickõs Harvest Breakfast (9.30 a.m.) 19 

Oct 7 Harvest Bring &bShare lunch, Pearson Hall (12.30 p.m.) 19 

Oct 12 Conservative Association Annual Dinner R 

Oct 12 CE School PTA Fish & Chip Quiz Night D 

Oct 13 S&SES talk òTimber Framed Buildingsó 26 

Oct 17 Veteran Tree Talk, Dinton Pastures R 

Oct 19 Charvil Art Group Exhibition  23 

Oct 23 St Patrickõs Service to music 19 

Oct 31 Sonning Brownies 60th Birthday Celebrations  23 

Nov 7 CE School PTA Christmas shopping evening D 

Nov 9 CE School PTA Bags 2 School R 

Nov 10  RNLI Sonning Annual Dinner R 

Nov 16 Twinning Association Beaujolais Nouveau Barn Dance 24 

Nov 17 S&SES A.G.M. 26 

Nov 22 RBL Sonning A.G.M. 22 

Nov 24 Skittles, 7 Stars Pub 19 

Dec 1 Sonning CE School Christmas Fair D 

Dec 22 Salsa party for Stansberry Orpanage R 

   

   

   

   

Notes  
Deadline, November Magazine: Fri, 28 th  October 2007.  
 
R = Reminder from previous issue. 
D = Diary entry.  
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Regular Services 

The Parish Church  

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month  

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays 

Matins, third Sunday 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it.  

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrewõs 

 

St Patrickõs Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month  

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays 

 

Sunday School 9.30 am except first Sunday of 
the month  

 

If you would like to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism (please 
give at least one monthõs notice of your intention), a Marriage or a Funeral, please 
contact the Vicar. Please note that the Vicar hopes to take Monday as a day off, 
altho ugh urgent matters will of course be dealt with.  
                              

The Vicarõs Letter 
 
Parish Eucharist and Evening Communion Services  

  
In August we introduced a few people as Worship Leaders to help lead the 
Communion Services at St. Andrewõs. This was well received by the 
congregation and I am grateful to those who agreed to help. It is important 
that our worship is the best we can offer and I am aware that all those who 
help lead and people who welcome the congregation all have an important 
part to play.  
  
We all appreciate the time given by David Duvall, the Choir and those who 
read lessons in preparing for our worship. I know that many others could and 
would happily help as Worship Leaders but it seems to me important that 
those who do so, certainly for the first few months, should do it often 
enough to be confident.  
  
To further the involvement of the congregation in worship the Church 
Council have agreed that we will involve some other people in leading the 
Intercessions at the Parish Eucharist on Sunday mornings and at the Evening 
Communion Service on the third Sunday of the month.  
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I have asked a few people if they would consider helping and we have met 
to talk through what is involved. This month they will begin to help lead the 
Inter cessions. As with the Worship Leaders we will try this for an 
experimental period and then decide if we wish to continue or even to 
expand it to include more people.  
  
The theory behind these experiments is to involve as many people as is 
sensible from the  congregation showing that we are the worship body of 
people here and not just a passive audience. Just as many others would be 
willing to help and I know that others would not wish to. No one is going to 
be pressurised to help in this way so please do not  stay away for fear that I 
will twist your arm!   
  
What I would like to do is continue with these experiments until our Annual 
Church Meeting, which will be held on 17 th April next year. At that meeting 
a major agenda item will be òWorship & Intercession Leadersó and everyone 
on the Church Electoral Roll can then be involved in deciding if we should 
continue having more people involved or revert to the old system where 
òThe Vicaró does it all. 
  
Thank you for your support and all that you do to help.  
  
Love & prayers   
  
Chris 
   
From the Registers  
 
Baptisms 
 
19th Aug: Rebekah Jane Nichols, James David Cloke,  
                 Charles Tiberius Vickery Crozier 
26th Aug: Poppy Jane Jones, Imogen Daisy Munro. 
  
Weddings 
 
18th Aug: Ryan David Lundberg to Catherine Helen Farmer 
24th Aug: Michael Victor Bennett to Elizabeth Victoria Risby  
25th Aug: Paul David Cook to Sarah Ceinwen Morgan 
1st Sep: Michael William John Adams to Emily Elizabeth Goodacre 
7th Sep: Thomas Matthew Morgan to Oriel Elizabeth Petry  
8th Sep: Adrian David Starling Lark to Annette Jane Sanchez-Ruiz 
14th Sep: Steven Terence James Scott to Jessica Hazel Baldwin  
15th Sep: Lee Lissenden to Catherine Marie Burgum  
15th Sep: Tristan Peter Jackman to Helen Louise Gresty 
21st Sep: Richard Andrew Lamb to Rachel Anderson. 
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Harvest  
 
Harvest Festival is celebrated in both Churches on Sunday 7th October and 
children attending the morning services are invited to bring harvest gifts to 
the Service. Last year at St, Andrewõs lots of people brought pot plants 
rather than gifts of food and these were very well received by those we 
gave them to after the service.  
  
There is a list at the back of St. Andrewõs on which you are invited to write 
the name of anyone in the area who you think wo uld appreciate some 
harvest gifts. Many who do so are not in great need of food gifts but are 
either unwell or housebound and this is where pot plants are particularly 
welcome.  
  
There will be a Bring & Share lunch in the Pearson Hall starting at 12.30 and  
everyone is invited to it. Please sign the list at the back of Church if you 
hope to attend and indicate if you will be bringing something savoury or 
sweet.  
  
Taizé Service  
 
The Taizé Service, which would normally have been held at 6.30pm on 7 th 
October has been moved to the 14th because of the Harvest Service and 
lunch on the 7 th. There will be Evensong on the 7 th in place of the Taizé 
Service. 
 

Chris 
 
 

St Patrickõs Overview 
 
This month we celebrate Harvest at both St Patrickõs and St Andrewõs.  This 
year has not given the agricultural community much to celebrate with the 
continuous exceptional wet weather throughout the summer months ruining 
crops before harvest.  If that were not enough, the outbreak of foot and 
mouth in Surrey has restricted the movemen t of animals the market at a 
prime time for doing so.  Sadly this resulted in no animals on show at the 
Royal Berkshire show at Newbury and the curtailment of horse riding for her 
majesty the Queen in Windsor Great Park.   
 
Everyone in the UK can be grateful to God for the ample supply of a wide 
variety of food available in village store and supermarket, thanks to our 
airlines being able to fly food from one part of the world to another where 
it is most wanted.  However it is not true, for the most part, th at it is flown 
to where it is most needed, particularly parts of Africa, specifically 
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Zimbabwe.  Who could not be moved at the sight of emaciated children 
dying of malnutrition and hunger?  
 
More needs to be done to see that the fruits of the worlds harvest  is 
equitably distributed, subsidised by the òhavesó for the sake of the òhave 
notsó.  Who knows how long it will be before climate change will curtail the 
harvest of food supply we currently enjoy?  The first letter of John sums it 
up òWhoso has this worlds good, and sees his brother have need and shuts 
up his compassion from him, how dwells the love of God in him?ó 
 
As in previous years we will be giving our gifts at the harvest service on 
October 7th to òFeed the Childrenó based at Twyford.  See you there?  
Harvest breakfast supplied.  
 
Love and prayers  
 

Michael & family  
 

Dates for Your Diary  
 
Sunday 7th October :  Harvest Bring & Share lunch, Pearson Hall at 12.30 
p.m. If you are coming please sign a list at the back of St Andrews or St 
Patrickõs indicating whether you will be bringing something savoury or sweet 
to share with others.  

Sunday 7th October : St Patrickõs Charvil, 9.30 a.m. Harvest Breakfast.   

Saturday 24th November : Skittles at The 7 Stars Pub at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
£5.00 available 28th October fro m Julia Higgs at St Andrews (0118 962 8380) 
or Sue Bilton at St Patricks (0775 2172070).  

 
Letõs face the music éé. 

And dance???  Now come off it boss, Iõll do most things, under protest I 
admit, but are you really expecting me to cavort round the stage on  my 
dumpy wheels just to pep up a worship service?  Not on your nelly, Iõll quit!   
 
As usual Joanna youõve got the wrong end of the stick.  The key thing about 
the music service is òmusicó not òdanceó.  If we wanted to do a dance thing 
weõd go and hire the Royal Ballet, or go find some break -dancers from down 
the Oxford road, the thought of you moving any distance rhythmically is 
laughable.   
 
Oh, mumble mumble, sorry boss, but Iõm only an ôumble pianner with little 
brain and I do go off at a tangent, so w hatõs it all about then? 
 
Well Jo, on the 23 rd Oct we are doing another Music Service where we try 
and set the whole service to hymns, and we use a theme, this year itõs to 
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the poem òFootprintsó so itõs a bit different and gives everyone a good sing 
as well food for thought.  So what we do next is work out the details, gather 
the musicians and rehearse, that means a bit more work for you.  How does 
that grab you? 
 
And thereõs no dancing? 
 
No dancing, not for you any rate, but you never know, if there are an y 
dancers out there weõd always be prepared to incorporate them.  Oh, and if 
there are any musicians out there who fancy joining in please give me a ring 
(0118 934 0795).  
 
Ok, Iõm game.  So folks, put the date in your diary, Sun 23rd Oct 9.30 at St 
Patrickõs, the annual Service to Music, come along and join in. 

Joanna (the St Patrickõs Pianner) 
 
 

Parish Walks 
 
We hope to have a walk on the third Saturday of each month, in the 
morning.   For the remainder of 2007, these will be held on Oct 20th, Nov 
17th, Dec 15th, and will be 4/5 miles. Details will be on the weekly church 
newssheet, or you can phone me on 0118 926 8035; it will depend on 
leaders being available.  
 

Jean Milbourn  
 

Congratulations!  
 
To Malcolm Stansfield  on his appointment as Professor at the Royal 
Agricultural College, Cirencester. It is well deserved and we all wish him 
every success in his new ventures. 
 

And to:  Sonning Flowers, working from their premises in Pearson Road took 

on the rest of the United Kingdom in a competition run by Wrapit Wedding 
Industry Awards in association with Condé Nast Publications  and 
Wedgewood and won the top prize this year! The competition recognises 
excellence within the wedding industry, and is awards for service, quality, 
and overall satisfaction and for going that extra mile on a brideõs very 
special day. There are sixteen categories competed for, one of which is, of 
course, floristry.  
 
They were asked to enter by one of the brides for whom they had arranged 
the wedding flowers and were then appraised and voted  for by all their 
bridal customers. They got through to the final round, together with four 
other florists from London, and beat them all!  
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Partners Mandy Alberry and Nicky Boardman are delighted to have beaten 
off some very stiff competition and have ever y intention of entering again in 
2008, so watch this space. If you would like to see the 2007 awards 
ceremony, including Sonning Flowers, go to the Wedding TV (Sky) channel 
and you can see something of them.  
 
Our congratulations and best wishes for success in the future.  
 
Also to: Sonning Royal British Legion  
 
Congratulations to Poppy Appeal Coordinator Malcolm Geater and his team 
for winning on behalf of the Branch the trophy for taking second place to 
Maidenhead in the percentage increase in our collectio ns for 2006/7, which 
was 172%. The total of just over £7,000 was a record for the Branch and put 
us in a very good position to take this award. Thanks are also due to all 
those helping to boost contributions in the year; letõs go for it again! 
 

Editor  
 
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society  
 

At the September meeting, Jill Anderson gave a wonderful demonstration 
entitled òThank you for the Momentó. The first item was a beautiful tied 
bunch of pink and white cut flowers, followed by another arrangement of big 
orange chrysanthemum depicting autumn.  
 
Further arrangements included a beautiful display of white carnations and 
Singapore orchids, another representing all the colours of the rainbow. Six 
beautiful arrangements in all, which were raffled and won by a very fortunate 
few.  
 
The Association uses a very high standard of demonstrators and a lot can be 
learned from their visits. As well as that, the whole afternoon is a pleasant 
social occasion. New members are always welcome and for those new to the 
village, it is an excellent chance to meet people.  
 
With Christmas approaching, the meeting next month on October 11 th is going 
to be a hands-on workshop afternoon with a chance to learn and to make 
Christmas swags and wreaths. For further information, contact Catheri ne 
Penny on 0118 969 3018. 
 

Jane Gascoine 
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Royal British Legion  
 

Subscriptions 2007/2008  
 

Would all members normally paying cash or cheque please 
note that the new cards are now available and will be 
forwarded on as soon as the renewal payment (£14.00) has 
been received. Please send to: The Chairman, RBL, c/o Hill 
Cottage, Thames Street, Sonning RG4 6UR. 

 
A.G.M. 2007  
 
The A.G.M. will be held on Thursday, 22 nd November 2007, at 7.00 for 
7.30p.m. in the St Sarik Room, adjacent to St Andrewõs Church. Do come 
and join us for a drink before the meeting. If you have anything you wish to 
be included in the agenda, please call me on 0118 969 6693. Look forward 
to seeing you then.  
 

Gordon Barnett  
 

Pearson Hall Social Committee: Christmas Supper  
 
The PHSC will be hosting their Christmas Supper on Saturday 8th December 
at the Pearson Hall, 7.30pm. Join us for a welcome drink, four -course 
dinner and entertainment including Carols, pay bar and a raffle.  
 
Tickets priced at £12.50 per person will be available  from Meryem Parker 
Acre Cottage Thames Street Sonning RG4 6UR and the Box Office opens on 
Monday 5th November, please forward a cheque payable to PHSC together 
with a stamped, self addressed envelope for return of tickets. Please note 
this is a very popular event and  tickets are restricted to first come, first 
served basis. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to this event.  
  

Meryem Parker  
 

Sonning Glebe WI 

We had a very good afternoon at the Sonning Produce Show selling drinks 
and cakes.  Thank you to everyone who helped and those that donated the 
cakes, they all looked delicious.  
 
At our meeting in September we had a demonstration on card making and 
then members could make cards themselves and enter them in our 
competition. We have a Scrabble and a Knit n Natter evenin g planned. Our 
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meeting in October will be our Birthday meeting; we will be having light 
refreshments, birthday cake and taking part in some Morris Dancing.  
 
Visitors are always welcome.  

 
Diane Reeves 

 
1st Sonning Brownies  

 
We welcome Evie, Megan, Paula, Connie, Amy and Bobbi to Sonning 
Brownies, over the next few weeks they will be working towards making 
their Promise.  
 
We held a Hoop La Stall and sold squares to win a Hamper at the Sonning 
Produce Show and raised £78.00.  The lucky winner of the Hamper was very 
pleased with their prize.  Thank you to everyone who supported us. The 
Brownies are all working towards a badge; either Hostess or Entertainers.  
We are having Circus Scene visit us and the Brownies will be able to gain 
their Circus Skills Badge. 
 
Sonning Brownies are 60 years old this year and we would like anyone who 
has had a connection with Sonning Brownies to join us at our Celebration at 
Sonning School on Wednesday 31st October from 4.30 ð 6.30 p.m.  If you are 
able to come please can you give me a ring so as we know how many people 
to expect. Thank you  

 
Brown Owl  

     
Sonning Art Group  

 
As one might expect, mounting the art exhibition at the Sonning Village 
Show was the highlight of this month and the centre of the Groupõs activity 
for the past few weeks.  Members displayed 77 pictures depicting a wide 
range of subjects and themes.  As a small addition to the picture exhibition 
this year some samples of memberõs other artistic interests were displayed 
which included a floral mosaic by Helga Hanfl ing, an elephant wood carving 
in relief by John Cotton and a pottery figure of a nude girl by Heather Neal.  
A number of our members and their spouses also submitted entries for 
various categories in the Show competition and altogether won 7 First, 4 
Second, 3 Third and 1 Highly Recommended awards.   
  
It is good to report that visitor attendance to the Groupõs exhibition was 
extremely high and people thronged the display from the moment it opened 
to the time it closed.  There were many pleasing compliments  paid 
concerning the quality and range of pictures on show and a number of the 
pictures were sold.  Approximately 200 visitors committed themselves to 
voting for their favourite picture and, interestingly, their choices ranged 
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across 68% of the pictures on display!  However, George Lamb came through 
as a clear winner for his lovely painting ôõTower Bridge and the Pool of 
Londonõõ and as this wasnõt enough he also claimed second place with a 
picture called òMoonlight and Swansõõ.   Tom Baldwin came in third place 
this year with his picture entitled òOld Blue Eyesó a cleverly painted  
portrait of Frank Sinatra.   
  
The next few weeks are bound to be an anticlimax for the Group although 
some members have already made a start on painting pictures to submit for 
the forthcoming ôChairmanõs Challenge Cupõ competition ôAutumn 
Highlightsõ the outcome of which will be decided next month. 
 

George Webster.  
 

Charvil Art Group  
 

After many years, Bill Crane has retired as secretary and I am trying to fill 
his very capable shoes. 
 

After a summer break, our weekly Wednesday meetings have now resumed 
at St Patrickõs, from 7.30 to 9.30p.m. We have a full programme to look 
forward to, including demonstrations by several professional artists. We also 
have visiting tutors as well a s painting workshops, when we all draw or 
paint, many of us following a suggested line.  
 

If anyone would like to come for an evening (free of charge) they will be 
most welcome. Alternatively, come along to a demonstration (£2.00) ð two 
dates to note ð Freda Anderson on the 19th September and Terry Harrison on 
the 6 th of February. We welcome new members, including beginners and 
consider our £18.00 annual subscription to be a bargain. Please ring me on 
0118 969 8098 for more information.  
 

Our annual exhibitio n at St Patrickõs will be on the 13th October from 
10.00a.m. to 5.00p.m. Admission is free. In addition to the display of 
pictures there will be a raffle and, of course, a cup of tea. We hope to see 
many of you at this event.  
 

Joyce Wray  
   

Sonning Twinnin g Association 

 
Beaujolais Nouveau  Fundraising Barn Dance, featuring "Widdershin", in the 
Pearson Hall Friday 16 November, 7.30 for 8pm. 
 
Tickets £12.50 for members £15 non-members, to include two course supper 
& complimentary glass of Beaujolais Nouveau, a vailable from David Bates 
Tel. 0118 969 7753. 
 

Lynn Woodhouse  
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Village Show 2007 ð Letters & Numbers Quiz  
 
Congratulations to Nigel Maslen of Reading for his prize -winning entry in the 
Letters and Numbers quiz at the Sonning Village Show.  There were no 1 00% 
correct entries but several outstanding contributions with 31 or 30 correct 
answers out of 32 so well done to all who entered. All entries were very 
close, although many struggled with the òAó in 29 ð we had òAdultó, 
òAverageó and òAnatomicaló submitted for this, all of which were good 
answers. By popular demand, below is a complete set of the correct 
answers as devised by the quizmaster: 
 
1. 1966 WCV for E  World Cup Victory for England 
2. 4 S by V    Seasons by Vivaldi 
3. 1 GL for M   Giant Leap for Mankind 
4. 3 H in a T P B B  3 Holes in a Ten Pin Bowling Ball 
5. 29028 H of M E in F  Height of Mount Everest in Feet  
6. 4 S on a B G   Strings on a Bass Guitar 
7. 4 C P of the C   Cardinal Points of the Compass 
8. 5 R on the O F   Rings on the Olympic Flag 
9. 6 M W in C   Murder Weapons in Cluedo 
10. 86400 S in a D  Seconds in a Day 
11. 7 N in a H S   Nails in a Horse Shoe 
12. 93 M M to the S  Million Miles to the Sun 
13. 12 M of a J   Members of a Jury 
14. 5 L in a L   Lines in a Limerick 
15. 3 M in a B   Men in a Boat 
16. 1912 S of the T  Sinking of the Titanic  
17. 10 E in a D   Events in a Decathlon 
18. 13 L M in a Y   Lunar Months in a Year 
19. 20 F O in a P   Fluid Ounces in a Pint 
20. 6 B in an O   Balls in an Over 
21. 6 F in a F   Feet in a Fathom 
22. 27 B in the N T  Books in the New Testament 
23. 21 S on a D   Spots on a Dice 
24. 7 B for S B   Brides for Seven Brothers 
25. 24 B B in a P   Blackbirds Baked in a Pie 
26. 147 M B in S   Maximum Break in Snooker 
27. 64 S on a C B   Squares on a Chess Board 
28. 112 P in a H   Pounds in a Hundredweight 
29. 206 B in an A H S  Bones in an Adult Human Skeleton 
30. 2000 P in T T B  Perforations in a Tetley Tea Bag 
31. 14 L in a S   Lines in a Sonnet 
32. 24 W on an A C  Windows on an Advent Calendar 

 
Karen McCoy 
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Sonning & Sonning Eye Society  

 
Dramatic doings for Heritage Open Days  
 
When The Mill opened its doors for free on 9 September, about 80 people 
came to enjoy Sally Hughesõ personal guided tours and our little exhibition.  
The event was made more interes ting and poignant, because Dennis Over, 
the last manager under Witherington & Over Bros Ltd (1954 -1962), made the 
journey from Dorchester (Dorset) to be with us and share memories and 
memorabilia.  Other visitors included sons and daughters of former mill -
workers, as well as representatives from The Mills Archive Trust, based in 
Reading.  All in all it was a hugely successful day ð not forgetting the 50 
people who enjoyed the guided walks with Brian OõCallaghan.  A big ôthank 
youõ to everyone who made the day so memorable. 
 
Timber -framed buildings inside out  
 
Traditional timber framed buildings are marvellous creations: attractive in 
appearance, environmentally green, capable of immense lifespan, 
structurally flexible, and relatively easy to repair. Through their 
construction and materials, they self -record not only their age, but also 
many of their traumas, enhancements, and alterations.  The more they are 
studied, the more they will reveal.  Every cut mark, nail, peg hole and slot 
is there for a reason, and  to overlook them is to miss out on much of the 
magic such buildings possess, and if such evidence is removed without 
record, valuable information can be irretrievably lost.  
 
On Saturday 13th October, Trevor Ottlewski will be in the Pearson Hall 
introducin g these characteristics in the morning, and leading a walk around 
Sonning in the afternoon.  Tickets are available for the morning only (£4.00 
members), or for the whole day (£6.00 members). Please contact Diana 
Coulter on 969 2132 if you would like more i nformation and/or to attend.  
 
Annual General Meeting  
 
Our 4th Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday 17 November in 
the Pearson Hall.  Formal proceedings will take place before a sit -down 
supper, during which the Rt Hon Theresa May will enterta in us with a short 
talk about relevant matters. Tickets are £8.00 and available from Penny 
Feathers on 0118 934 3193. 
 

Diana Coulter  
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The Following is taken from a Ward -Lock & Co Guide book of  
The Thames, 5 th  edition dated 1941 - Not a lot has changed!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


