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The Parish of Sonning 
The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s by-passing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning, It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Canon C. G. Clarke,  

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims, Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, 
Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwardens:  

 Mr Bob Hine, 28 Glebe Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XH 969 8653 

 Mrs Jan Hammond, 28 Hilltop Road,  

Earley, RG 61DA  

 

926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus), 3 Strathmore 
Drive, Charvil, RG10 9QT 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood Gate, 

Lower Shiplake, RG9 3BY 

940 1431 

 Charvil: TBA  

 
 

Parochial Church Council: 

Secretary: Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood gate, Lower 
Shiplake, RG9 3PY 

940 1431 

Treasurer: Mr James Wilson, 3 Imperial Court,  

Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1NP 

07721  

690 524 

Gift Aid: Mr John Scoble, 8 Whitegates Lane, Earley, 
Reading, RG6 1EE 

 

926 5138 
Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall, 39 Hudson Rd, Woodley,  

RG5 4EN. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 

07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Mrs N. Potter  934 4961 

Parish Admin Sonia Boyles: martinsonia@clara.co.uk 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor: gordonbarnett@btinternet.com  

Advertising: nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar: chrisclarke@vodafoneemail.co.uk  
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Forthcoming Events 

Date What’s on? Page 

Nov 7 CE School PTA Christmas shopping evening D 

Nov 9 CE School PTA Bags 2 School R 

Nov 10  RNLI Sonning Annual Dinner R 

Nov 11 Remembrance Day  

Nov 15 STA Beaujolais Nouveau evening R 

Nov 17 S&SES A.G.M.  

Nov 22 RBL Sonning A.G.M. St Sarik Room  

Nov 24 Skittles, 7 Stars Pub  

Nov 25 Dunsden Green tree planting  

Nov 28  Salvation Army Central Band  
Music & Carols concert at Sindlesham Court 

 

Dec 1 Sonning CE School Christmas Fair D 

Dec 2 Advent Concert, St Andrew’s church  

Dec 8 Pearson Hall Social Committee Christmas Supper  

Dec 13 Floral Arrangement Society Christmas Luncheon  

Dec 22 Salsa party for Stansberry Orpanage R 

Jan 26 Church Barn Dance D 

Notes  
Deadline, December Magazine: Fri, 23rd November  
 
R = Reminder from previous issue. 
D = Diary entry. 
 

 

 
 

Advent Sunday – 2nd December 2007 
 

The Coming of Christ 
 

Concert of music and readings for Advent and Christmas 
 

The St. Andrew's Church Choir 
 

6.30 pm in St. Andrew's Church 
 

Admission free - collection for the Friends of St. Andrew's 
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Regular Services 

The Parish Church 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays 

Matins, third Sunday 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it. 

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrew‟s 
 

St Patrick’s Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays 

 

Sunday School 9.30 am except first Sunday of 
the month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism (please 
give at least one monthõs notice of your intention), a Marriage or a Funeral, please 
contact the Vicar. Please note that the Vicar hopes to take Monday as a day off, 
although urgent matters will of course be dealt with. 
                              

The Vicar’s Letter 
 

Retirement 
 

It is with very mixed feelings that I write to tell you I will be retiring in May 
2008. I had not intended to make this announcement until about three 
months before that date, which is the notice I am required to give, but I 
have come to the conclusion that it would be in the best interests of the 
Parish for me to give more than three month‟s notice. 
  

Before the next Incumbent can be appointed the Churchwardens will need 
to call a meeting of the Church Council (which I will not attend) to discuss 
what sort of person and what qualities they will be looking for in the next 
Vicar. They will then need to meet with the Bishop or Archdeacon and the 
Area Dean. After that the Churchwardens and Church Council will be 
required to draw up a Parish Profile which will have to go to the Bishop for 
his approval.  
  

All of this will take some time and I hope that by giving notice now most, if 
not all of it, can be done before next May. If this happens my hope is the 
Interregnum will be shorter than if I only give three month‟s notice.  
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There is one other reason why I have decided to make the announcement 
now that I will be retiring. I have had several inquiries about weddings for 
next year from people who realise that I am getting on a bit and some have 
asked “Will you still be here to take our wedding?” I do not like being less 
than honest with people and have found the half-truths I have been telling 
more and more difficult. 
  

As you may know Clergy can retire at 65 and must do so when they are 68. 
We have been so happy here and things have gone so well, thanks to your 
support, that the decision to leave soon after I am 65 has been a difficult 
one. The reason for choosing May is that Trinity Sunday next year falls on 
Sunday 18th May and it will 40 years to the day since I was ordained a 
Deacon in Norwich Cathedral. I will preach for the last time on a Sunday as 
Vicar of the Parish at the 10.30am Service in St. Andrew‟s. I will actually 
preach once more after that because our daughter Helen is getting married 
here the following Saturday at 3.00pm. 
  

I would be grateful if you could put the 18th May in your diary because it 
would be wonderful to see as many of you as possible in Church that day. 
When we move, which will be sometime during June, we will be going to a 
bungalow we own in Upton Snodsbury (yes it really is called that!) which is 
near Worcester where Helen and Matt live. 
  

The time for thanks will come later. Christine and I have been blessed and 
happy in all the parishes we have been called to work in but this has been 
the greatest blessing and none has been happier. Thank you for your support 
and help since January 1997. Please continue to pray for and support us 
over the next few months which, I know, are not going to easy and will be a 
time of uncertainty for many. For my part I intend to enjoy every minute 
that I can and to work as hard as I can during the time we have left 
together. 
  

Love & prayers 
Chris 
  

From the Registers 
Baptisms 
 

16th Sept: Summer Ruby Rusbridge, Georgina Eloise Harrison 
                 Max Andrew John Mellor. 
14th Oct: Olivia Mary White, Evie Lily Betty Cripps,  

Maddison Rose Cane 
   

Weddings 
 

29th Sept: Barry John Crook to Claire Frances Barthorpe 
5th Oct: Darrel Richard Judd to Vicki Johanne Amor 
6th Oct: John Alexander Jamieson to Peta Georgina Blackwell 
6th Oct: Craig Gary Andrew Grant to Carrie Louise Whitby 
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Remembrance Day 
 

This year Remembrance Sunday does fall on the 11th day of the 11th month. 
There will be a special Remembrance Service in St. Andrew‟s, which will 
start at 10.30am in the hope that we will be ready for the two minutes 
silence at 11.00am. 
  

There will be a parade from Pearson Hall before the Service. Those not 
taking part are asked to be in Church in good time so those on the parade 
can get straight into Church. The need for the parade to be able to get in 
through the Bull Gates means there will be slightly less parking inside the 
Churchyard and you are asked to leave it free for those who really cannot 
walk very far. 
  

In the evening at 6.30pm there will be a service of Holy Communion with 
the laying on of hands for those who wish. The following Sunday (18th 
November) there will be a Parish Eucharist at 10.30am, in place of Matins, 
and Evensong at 6.30pm. 
  

St. Andrew’s North Door 
 

Work is almost complete on changing the north door into St. Andrew‟s. We 
have taken down the rather ghastly wire gates and put the wooden doors 
that led into the Church in their place. Within the next few days glass doors 
will be placed where the wooden doors previously hung. This should give 
added security when the Church is locked at night and, hopefully, make the 
Church look more inviting during the day because the wooden doors will be 
open and people going past will be able to see into the building through the 
glass doors. We have not yet decided what engraving to put on the doors 
but we are looking at either a Christian symbol or something depicted in the 
building.   
  

We also hope it will help keep the building a little warmer on Sundays 
because those on duty will be able to see people arriving for worship 
instead of having to keep opening the wooden doors to see if anyone is 
coming. This work has been paid for by a bequest left to St. Andrew‟s by 
the late Lou Lee and when it is finished we will inscribe that fact onto the 
doors. 
  

St. Andrew’s Day 
There will be a service in St. Andrew‟s on St. Andrew‟s Day (Friday 30th 
November) at 11.00am. It is principally for Sonning School but anyone else 
who would like to attend will be very welcome. 
  

Christmas Gift Service 
A reminder that children attending the Family Service on the first Sunday of 
December in either Church are asked to bring a Christmas present, wrapped 
and labelled indicating what age child it is intended for, to the Service. 
These presents are then distributed in time for Christmas to ensure that 
needy children in the area get presents on Christmas Day. In previous years 
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we have always had lots of presents for younger children but not many for 
teenagers and you might remember this when thinking about what to bring.  
   
Chris 
 

A View from St Patrick’s 
 

This year the scouting movement is celebrating its centenary.  When one is 
enrolled, as a cub, brownie, guide or scout the boy, or girl, has to make a 
promise, which he or she is expected to keep.  Promises are fundamental to 
any human relationship, especially when, as in the marriage service, they 
are made by the couple in the presence of God.  The priest marrying the 
couple represents God‟s presence.  The promises are the strongest that a 
couple can make getting married, and that is why they are called vows.  
They represent a lifelong commitment. 
 

It is probably true to say that today „commitment‟ to anyone or anything on 
an unconditional basis for a long term is far from popular or commonplace.  
Governments make promises, which are frequently not worth the paper they 
are written on.  Every time a promise is unfulfilled or broken, a little or a 
lot of trust between individuals or public bodies flies out of the window.  
Bitterness or cynicism fills the vacuum that follows the breakdown. 
 

For those who follow in the footprints of Jesus they can be assured that 
when He said to His disciples “Look here, I am with you even to the end of 
the world” He meant it.  Thousands have found that to be a true promise 
from experience.  It is far from a throw away line made in an idle moment.  
It is a binding covenant, which God, for His part, never breaks or betrays.  
The church set in the community is the living evidence and reassurance of 
His presence and support, both for members on the electoral role and those 
who rarely if ever darken the doors of the church, except in a crisis. 
 

For a covenant relationship between individuals and between man and God 
to be sustained, from a human perspective, it has to be ratified and re-
affirmed continuously by both parties.  That is why the Christian covenant 
requires worship in church to keep it alive in an inspirational way.  The 
church, as an institution, has for its part the responsibility of providing 
spiritual food for all comers. It does this to be true to its calling to be the 
body of Christ in a world which desperately needs to re-discover God‟s 
commitment for all men, women and children in the world He created for 
the benefit of all, regardless of nationality, colour or gender. 
 

Love and prayers, 
 
Michael & family 
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It never happened did it ……. 

“Ok Boss, what happened?  There I was all geared up to do me bit in the 
music service, and nothing happened.  Where was everybody?”  
  

“Sorry Jo, but I made a bit of a rickets of organising it.  You can‟t do a 
music service if you haven‟t got any musicians.”  
 

“Oh, that‟s careless, where were they?”  
 

“Half term Jo, half term, they were all away.”    
 

“Ah, well that will teach you to do your homework, and not to frig around 
with the date.”   
 

“Yes Jo, no one‟s perfect you know, even you”   
 

“Yes boss, so what‟s to happen then, you getting the sack?”   
 

“Don‟t think so Jo, not got me P45 yet any rate.”   
 

“Ok let‟s assume you‟re still on the bench so to speak, what happens about 
the music service?”  
  

“It‟s being re-scheduled into 2008, when I can get them all lined up, date to 
be advised.”   
 

So there we are, apologies for anyone who turned up expecting something 
different, on the 21st, watch this space, we‟ll do it next year. 

Joanna (the St Patrick’s Pianner) 
 

Gladys Bertha Goddard (nee Ansell)  
 
Gladys Goddard reaches her 90th birthday on the 8th November 2007. 
Gladys was born in 1917, the daughter of Bertha (nee Edwards) and Ernest 
Hedley Ansell. She was born at what is now South Hill, which was formerly 
The Cricket Field, Sonning and was the tenth and last child. Her eldest 
brother William was killed and lost on the Somme in 1916 and is 
commemorated in St. Andrews church.  
 

Gladys has lived her whole life in the village, was baptised, confirmed and 
married Arthur George Goddard, all at St Andrews church. Gladys later ran 
one of the first play schools in country, first at the Pearson Hall and then at 
the Scout Hall by King George‟s Field, and there are many children who owe 
their early learning skills to Gladys and her team of helpers. Arthur died in 
1981 and Gladys moved from Glebe Lane, her marital home where she and 
Arthur raised three sons, to an apartment in Glebe Gardens. Gladys 
celebrated her birthday with friends and family at a small party at the 
Pearson Hall on the 18th November 2007. The event will be opened and 
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blessed by Canon Clark. Gladys wishes to thank all those who plan to attend 
and those that are helping to make it a memorable event for her. 
 

David Hedley-Goddard 
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society 
 

With her usual dexterity our Chairperson, Catherine Penny showed us how 
to make two different Christmas decorations.  
 
The first was a swag, which could, for instance, run along the centre of a 
table, decorate a banister or even be tied in a ring and hung on a door. The 
second was an „oasis‟ ring which could encircle a large fat candle or a vase 
of flowers. The materials used were a variety of leaves and autumn berries; 
pyracanthus, honeysuckle, holly, hawthorn, skimmia, to name but a few. 
Ribbons or sparkle could be added for an extra Christmas effect. 
 

Then, as this was a „hands on‟ afternoon we all set to work to create our 
own. I had arrived unequipped but a friend invited me to share her stuff, 
the bulk of which she had found during a walk in the woods. And there was 
plenty of it. The results were amazing and all I can say is – it‟s easy when 
you know how. And you can learn how, at the Flower Club. 
 

These workshop afternoons are not only popular; they are particularly 
helpful when we can put into practice what we learnt. At other times when 
National Demonstrators perform, an excellent sales table is always there to 
supply all the equipment required. 
 

Well, we certainly earned our cup of tea and cake that day! 
 

The next meeting will be on 8th November when Mrs Penny Everett will be 
demonstrating and her theme will be Christmas Celebrations. The 
competition for those wishing to enter will be An arrangement of fruit 
and/or vegetables. 
 

The Christmas Luncheon, followed by the AGM will be on 13th December and 
the competition A Swag (easy now you know how). 
 

Jane Gascoine 
 

Sonning CE Primary School 
 
The start of the new school year has flown by and we all can‟t believe how 
much has happened. At the start of term we welcomed two new teachers to 
our staff team: Miss Harriet Page to teach Year 5 and Miss Gisele Reid in 
Year 1. They have spent the last few weeks settling in and getting to know 
everyone. An Open Morning for prospective parents of children entering 
school in the 2008/9 school year was held at the end of September. This was 
well attended with a further morning planned for Wednesday December 5th. 
Anyone with a child born between 1st September 2003 and 31st August 2004 
should receive an information pack from Wokingham Borough Council by the 



 12 

end of November but you are also most welcome to contact us directly at 
school.   
 

The first week of October was an extremely busy one particularly because 
we had our OFSTED inspection during this time! A phone call on Monday 
morning followed by the visit of 2 inspectors on Thursday and Friday of the 
same week was all very different to the longer lead in time that we had 
experienced in 2003. We are pleased that their report recognises us as a 
good school and acknowledges the changes and developments that have 
taken place over the past 4 years as well as the commitment and hard work 
of all the staff and Governors. During their visit we also held our Harvest 
Service in church for the first time instead of at school. A very big thank you 
to Rev Michael Forrer who also  participated in this and to our Year 6 pupils 
who helped to distribute the harvest gifts in the local community. 
 

Recently I was part of the joint Sonning – Ligugé twinning committee 
weekend held in La Rochelle, France. As a result of the discussions I am very 
hopeful of re-establishing our links and exchange visits with the primary 
school in Ligugé in 2008. 
 

Finally this new school year has also seen a change of leadership for the 
school‟s Governing Body. After 10 years as Chair of Governors Canon Chris 
Clarke has stood down but we are very pleased that he will remain as a 
Governor and will, of course, be „on hand‟ to support his successor Mrs Sam 
Kilgour. On behalf of the staff, parents and pupils of our school, both past 
and present, I would like to thank him for his energy, commitment and 
support to our school over this period – a time that has seen significant 
growth and development in a variety of ways.  
 

                 Lesley Green 
 

Royal British Legion 
 

Subscriptions 2007/2008 
 

Would all members normally paying cash or cheque please 
note that the new cards are now available and will be 
forwarded on as soon as the renewal payment (£14.00) has 
been received. Please send to: The Chairman, RBL, c/o Hill 
Cottage, Thames Street, Sonning RG4 6UR. 

 

A.G.M. 2007 
 
The A.G.M. will be held on Thursday, 22nd November 2007, at 7.00 for 
7.30p.m. in the St Sarik Room, adjacent to St Andrew‟s Church. Do come 
and join us for a drink before the meeting. If you have anything you wish to 
be included in the agenda, or if you would like to join the committee, 
please call me on 0118 969 6693. Look forward to seeing you then. 
 

Gordon Barnett 
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Remembrance Day Posies  

Traditionally, during the Remembrance Day Service at 
St. Andrew‟s Church, as each serviceman‟s name is read 
out a Brownie places a posy by his name on the War 
Memorial. Since last year the posies are arranged in a 
small, engraved silver vase dedicated to each of the 
thirty-nine names on the War Memorial. 
  

You may find it interesting to know that the posies themselves are not „just 
a few flowers‟ but are always composed of the same plant materials, which 
have traditional significance:  
      

Blue and yellow flowers – colours on the British Legion Standard. 
Myrtle - for love. 
Rosemary - for remembrance. 
Bay (laurel) - for glory. 

  
For many years members of Sonning Flower Club have provided and 
arranged the posies, though last year the Brownies did a great job! 
  

I feel the placing of the posies is a very poignant and meaningful part of the 
Service of Remembrance, and hopefully you will find it helpful to 
understand a little of the tradition of the posies. 
                                                                                                            

Barbara McGregor 
 

The Monday Club 
 

Mr Geoff Lambourne gave a display of toys that was the envy of the Club I 
am told (I was unable to see them myself). Many were models that we used 
to play with as kids. Perhaps it could be that the older generation is finding 
pleasure in the things of our childhood while the younger generation 
watches the ethereal images on the tube. Just a thought. His Wife, Jean, 
gave us some humorous and thoughtful readings on another occasion. Mary 
Chapman reminded us that a group has been formed to record memories of 
Sonning, with an exhibition to be held later: A very worthwhile effort. 
 

RCA 
 
 

RNLI Sonning Branch --- Talent Required 
 

On 2nd February 2008, the RNLI is holding another of its famed Music Nights 
where locals perform in front of an audience that is full of respect for such 
talent!! The wine & beer help in the appreciation! So, if you would like to 
be considered to play for a ten-minute slot on this prestigious evening, 
telephone David Bates on 0118 969 7753. 
 

Please apply early, as this is a very popular event. 
 

Lynn Woodhouse 
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Sonning Glebe WI 

We had a very enjoyable Harvest Supper, where we had good food and 
company and we were entertained with odd odes. At our meeting in 
October we celebrated 45 years of Sonning Glebe W.I. We enjoyed a light 
supper with a birthday cake and then took part in Morris Dancing. We are 
looking forward to our skittles, scrabble and „knit n natter‟ evenings. 
 

If you are coming to our Christmas Party please remember to bring a gift for 
the bran tub up to the value of £5. 
 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 
Diane Reeves 

 
1st Sonning Brownies 

 
The Brownies made wonderful invites to send out to invite people to our 
60th Birthday Celebration, by the time you read this we will have held our 
party and hope everyone enjoyed themselves. Hedgehog Bread was made to 
decorate the Church for Harvest Festival. 
 
Our new Brownies have been working towards making their promise, which 
they did on 17th October, parents came along to watch and some Brownies 
entertained. 
 
If you would like to find out about Rainbows, Brownies or Guides in Sonning 
please give me a call on 0713 433 493. 

 
Brown Owl 

 
Sonning Art Group 

 
It is amazing sometimes how difficult life can become, even as the result of 
something as simple as judging a picture competition!  The pictures 
submitted for the „Autumn Highlights‟ competition this month were of very 
high quality and although they treated the subject in very different ways 
(one even to the extent of showing us that her „Autumn Highlight‟ is the 
start of the rugby season and in particular Jonny Wilkinson kicking for goal 
in front of a packed stadium) it was still very hard to pick a winner out of 
the top six. George Lamb was the eventual winner, the second time this 
yea, and carried off the „Chairman‟s Cup Award‟. 
 

Later this month we will be pleased to welcome local artist Jenny Halsted 
who will be presenting a tutor session to the Group on the difficult subject 
of portraiture. 

George Webster. 
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Sonning Twinning Association 

 

Beaujolais Nouveau Fundraising Barn Dance, featuring "Widdershin", in the 
Pearson Hall Friday 16 November, 7.30 for 8pm. 
 
Tickets £12.50 for members £15 non-members, to include two course supper 
& complimentary glass of Beaujolais Nouveau, available from David Bates 
Tel. 0118 969 7753. 
 

Lynn Woodhouse 
 

Pearson Hall Social Committee: Christmas Supper 
 
The PHSC will be hosting their Christmas Supper on Saturday 8th December 
at the Pearson Hall, 7.30pm. Join us for a welcome drink, four-course 
dinner and entertainment including Carols, pay bar and a raffle. 
 
Tickets priced at £12.50 per person will be available from Meryem Parker 
Acre Cottage Thames Street Sonning RG4 6UR and the Box Office opens on 
Monday 5th November, please forward a cheque payable to PHSC together 
with a stamped, self addressed envelope for return of tickets. Please note 
this is a very popular event and tickets are restricted to first come, first 
served basis. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to this event. 
  

Meryem Parker 

 
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 

 
On 17th November our 4th Annual General Meeting will take place in the 
Pearson Hall. The meeting will precede a sit-down meal, and we are really 
pleased that local MP and Society member, Theresa May, has agreed to give 
a short talk during the proceedings. Tickets (members only) from Penny 
Feathers on 0118 934 3193, cost £8.00 each. 
 
This year for the first time the Society will be electing a President. The one 
nomination for this post is John Edmonds. John played a leading role in the 
setting up of the Sonning and Sonning Eye Society and it would be an honour 
for us to have him as our President. 
 
Saturday 13th October saw a very entertaining and informative talk and 
village walk with Trevor Ottlewski looking at the large number of timber 
framed buildings in the village. Special thanks must go to Susan Rose in 
Charvil Lane for allowing us to view the inside of her home, Jonathan and 
Cathy Crump of St Anne‟s Cottage and to Steve Abrahams and Judith 
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Cassingham for the impromptu interior visit of their properties. It is 
probably fair to say that those who attended the walk will never look at 
timber-framed buildings in the same light again! Trevor Ottlewski ended the 
day by looking at the sheds that stand on the allotments behind the 
Almshouses and was interested to see the work that is currently in progress 
to renovate the buildings. 
 
Sonning is lucky enough to have a large number of very old original windows 
in some of its buildings. Sash windows were first introduced in England 
towards the end of the 17th century and Sonning has some very early 
examples particularly in the Green House, which have been painstakingly 
renovated to restore them to their original condition. It is important that 
these historic windows within the village are preserved. An article on 
Sonning‟s windows is being produced and will appear in a later copy of 
Bridge as well as on the Society‟s notice board near the Bull Inn. 
 
The programme of talks for the winter is currently under consideration and 
will be advertised shortly. However, as long as the re-decoration of the 
church is complete, the second talk, to be held after Easter, will be by 
Brian O‟Callaghan looking in more detail at the architecture of the interior 
of St Andrews. 

Mark Green 
 

Help Plant the First Tree at the Community Orchard 
 
FRODO (the Friends of Eye & Dunsden Orchard) will be planting their first 
fruit tree at a meeting on Sunday 25 November at 11.30am. After  
the tree has been planted there will be a short meeting and mulled wine 
will be served. All are welcome along to find out more about the exciting 
plan to create a community orchard on Dunsden Green.  
 
To find out more please telephone 0118 969 3633 or see http://  
orchard.diaphania.com 
 

David Woodward 
 

Leader from ‘The Guardian’ Newspaper 
Saturday 6th October, 2007: 

  
@Trees are the living lungs of history, but it is curious that only recently has 
an attempt been made to gazette ancient ones in the way buildings have 
been for years. Now, thanks to ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk, people 
everywhere are recording old trees on the internet and discussing their 
provenance. A recent example is an oriental plane near Waitrose in 
Wokingham town centre. This has triggered a debate about whether it is 800 
years old as local folklore supposes. If so, why does it not appear in an 
engraving of the area made in 1739? Britain enjoys a rich endowment of 
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trees. Thanks to the Normans, who planted hunting forests, we can claim 
more ancient ones than any other country in Europe. We haven't got 
anything as iconic as the plane tree of Kos in Greece, a descendant of the 
one under which Hippocrates supposedly taught students 2,400 years ago. 
But while Kos may have the largest plane tree in Europe, the Fortingall Yew 
in Perthshire is possibly the oldest tree in Europe, according to the 
Woodland Trust, one of the backers of the scheme, which hopes to log 
100,000 ancient trees by 2011. It is salutary to be reminded of the grandeur 
of our trees, as it was 20 years ago this month that the strongest winds for 
nearly 300 years uprooted 15 million trees. The damage was less than at 
first supposed, since those with a quarter of their roots intact produced 
leaves in the spring as if nothing had happened. But having suffered that 
storm we will never again take our treasure trove of ancient trees for 
granted.” 
 

Pam Glasspool 
 
 

 
 
 
 

And if the cap fits …… 

Concerned Husband 

A concerned husband went to the doctor to talk about his wife. He said to 
the doctor, “I think my wife is deaf because she never hears me the first 
time and always asks me to repeat things.” 
 

“Well”, the doctor replied, “go home tonight, stand about fifteen feet from her, 
and say something. If she does not reply, move 5 feet closer and say it again. 
Keep doing this until we get and idea about the severity of her deafness.” 
 

The husband went home and did exactly as the doctor had instructed. He 
started off 15 feet from his wife in the kitchen as she was chopping some 
vegetables. 
 

He said, “Darling, what‟s for dinner?” He heard no response. He moved 5 
feet closer and asked again. No reply. He moved 5 feet closer. Still no reply. 
He finally got fed up and moved right behind her, about an inch away, and 
asked again, “Darling, what‟s for dinner?” 
 

She replied, “For the fourth time, vegetable stew!” 
 

Anon 
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Local Organisations 
 

  St Andrew's: Sunday Club   Heather Hexter 946 1316 

 St Andrew's: Little Fishes Mrs Sarah Turner 944 8154 

 St Andrew‟s: Tower Captain: Mrs P. Elliston 969 5967 

The Friends of St Andrew's Wendy Williams 969 6609 

St Patrick's: Sunday School Catherine Balchin 934 2840 

1st Charvil Rainbows Guider: Brenda Cowdery 934 5698 

Charvil Art Club Secretary: Mrs Joyce Wray 969 8098 

Charvil Branch Conservatives Mrs E. Hobbs 934 0528 

Charvil Brownies Tawny Owl: Claire Howells  934 5372 

Charvil Guides Naomi Simpson 934 1392 

Charvil Caterpillar Club Sandy Moffatt 934 9794 

Charvil Parish Council Clerk: Mr I. Cohen 901 7693 

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Nadine Doble 934 0418 

Charvil Senior Residents Club Miss C. Edwards 969 2114 

Charvil Women's Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Youth Club Jo Holden 934 4701 

Sonning & Charvil Baby-sitting  Mrs Vanessa Jones 934 1185 

Circle E-mail  vanessalouisejones@hotmail.com  

Sonning & District Chernobyl Maria Gee 962 7721 

Children's Lifeline Link  Group         maria.gee@ntlworld.com 

Sonning Art Group Chairman: Mr G.B. Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Book Club Mrs Anne Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Branch, British Legion  Chairman: Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Sonning Brownies Leader: Miss D. Reeves 969 2987 

Sonning C of E Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs L. Green 969 3399 

Sonning & Warren Conservatives Sec: Alison Russell 972 1495 

Sonning Cricket Club  Membership: Ali Driver 969 2698 

Sonning Flower Club Sec: Ms S. Robinson 969 0748 

Sonning Glebe Art Club Julian Toms 969 0100 

Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs) Mrs D. Moulsley 961 8829 

Sonning Guides  Leader: Sue Jones 969 6628 

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Membership info: 

Ali Campbell 

969 2646  

Sonning Liberal Democrats Coling Lawley 961 8536 

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch Sec: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Parish Council Clerk, Mrs L. Bates 969 7753 

Sonning Rainbow Guides Leader: Mrs Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Sonning RNLI Chairman: David Bates 969 7753 

Sonning School PTA Penny Adams 932 1208 

1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 

1st Sonning Scouts Group ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 
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1St Sonning Scouts Group Scout Leader: Colin Giles 969 5849 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Cub Scouts: Alison King  962 1675 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Beavers: Judy Ricketts 969 3279 

Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 969 0782 

Sonning Twinning Association David Bates 969 7753 

Sonning Toddler Group Emma James 901 4685 

Sonning Village Players Sec: Mr S. Atkins 969 1134 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Sec: Mrs P. Feathers 934 3193 

Sonning Village Show Sec: Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653 

Sonning Working Men's Club Sec: Mrs Penney Mackenzie 07730 
871959 

Friends of Ali‟s Pond  Alastair Driver  969 2698 

Masquerade Drama & Dance  
 Group for Young People 

Clare Hatfield 07973 
918225 

Monday Club Leader: Ken Trimmings 969 1072 

Pearson Hall Caretaker & Bookings:  
 Mrs Jenny Adams 

969 7692 

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee Sec: Mr Colin McEwen 934 0300 

Badminton Club Mrs P. Pardoe 934 5643 

Longmead Bridge Club Chairman: Tony Cowling  969 5181 

Rotary Club of Loddon Vale Secretary: Norman Moulsley 961 8829 

Serinette Ladies Choir Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Short Mat Bowling Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 

Vivace Girls Choir Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

 

Useful web sites: 

 

  

Ali's Pond 
E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com 

www.sonning.net/alispond.html 

Sonning & Charvil 
 services 

www.sonningparish.org.uk/docs.htm 

Sonning Working 
 Men's Club 

www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html 

Sonning-on-Thames 
archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning  

www.sonning.net  

Sonning & Sonning Eye 
Society 

www.sonning.org.uk 

Sonning Art Group www.sonningartgroup.org.uk  

Sonning School www.sonning.wokingham.sch.uk 

 
 
 

 

mailto:ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com

