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The Parish of Sonning 
The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s by-passing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning, It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Canon C. G. Clarke,  

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims, Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, 
Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwardens:  

 Mr Bob Hine, 28 Glebe Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XH 969 8653 

 Mrs Jan Hammond, 28 Hilltop Road,  

Earley, RG 61DA  

 

926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus), 3 Strathmore 
Drive, Charvil, RG10 9QT 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood Gate, 

Lower Shiplake, RG9 3BY 

940 1431 

 Charvil: TBA  

 
 

Parochial Church Council: 

Secretary: Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood gate, Lower 
Shiplake, RG9 3PY 

940 1431 

Treasurer: Mr James Wilson, 3 Imperial Court,  

Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1NP 

07721  

690 524 

Gift Aid: Mr John Scoble, 8 Whitegates Lane, Earley, 
Reading, RG6 1EE 

 

926 5138 
Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall, 39 Hudson Rd, Woodley,  

RG5 4EN. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 

07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Mrs N. Potter  934 4961 

Parish Admin Sonia Boyles: martinsonia@clara.co.uk 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor: gordonbarnett@btinternet.com  

Advertising: nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar: chrisclarke@vodafoneemail.co.uk  
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Forthcoming Events 

Date Whatõs on? Page 

Dec 2 Advent Concert, St Andrewõs church 17 

Dec 2 Family toy services 17/19 

Dec 8 Pearson Hall Social Committee Christmas Supper R 

Dec 13 Floral Arrangement Society Christmas Luncheon 21 

Dec 18 Carol Singing, Charvil, for òFeed the Childrenó 19 

Dec 22 Salsa party for Stansberry Orpanage R 

Dec 23 Service of Nine Lessons and Nine Carols 
4.00pm at St Patrickõs 
6.30pm at St Andrewõs 

 

19 

17 

Dec 24 Nativity Play, St Andrewõs at 4.00pm 17 

Dec 24 Midnight Mass, both churches at 11.30 pm 17/19 

Dec 25 Family services 
St Patrickõs 9.30am 
St Andrewõs 10.30am 

 

19 

17 

Jan 26 Church Barn Dance 20 

   

Notes  
Deadline, January Magazine: Fri, 28th December 2007  
 
R = Reminder from previous issue. 
D = Diary entry. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The magazine production and delivery team wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
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Regular Services 

The Parish Church 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays 

Matins, third Sunday 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it. 

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrewõs 
 

St Patrickõs Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays 

 

Sunday School 9.30 am except first Sunday of 
the month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism (please 
give at least one monthõs notice of your intention), a Marriage or a Funeral, please 
contact the Vicar. Please note that the Vicar hopes to take Monday as a day o ff, 
although urgent matters will of course be dealt with.  
                              

The Vicarõs Letter 
 
Christmas 

  
The first Christmas was a party. Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a 
general census. Everyone had to go to their home town. Joseph took Mary to 
Bethlehem, which is where the lineage of David came from. All the clan of 
Davidõs lineage collected. Brothers, cousins, the whole family got together 
just as we do for a wedding or funeral today, only more so. No wonder the 
local inn was full. 
  
In these conditions, Jesus the Christ, the Saviour of the world, the Son of 
God, was born. Perhaps he was registered in the census, numbered as a 
member of the family of the clan of David. No doubt the inn keeper told all 
his guests what had happened in the stable. Good for you! Good for them! 
Letõs drink to the babyõs health. 
  
The only people who really knew what had happened were Mary and Joseph. 
The greatest event in human history happened in secret and only Mary and 
Joseph, along with Elizabeth and John, understood the secret. 
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The life given to  us at Bethlehem was given for  us on Calvary. We keep the 
Festival with the Holy Communion where, in a mystery, the life given for us 
is given back to us. Will you join me this Christmas to celebrate this day 
when the Son of God was born into the human family to make us free? 
  
The Christmas Services in St. Andrewõs are: 
  
Nine Lessons & Carols: Sunday 23rd December at 6.30pm followed by a 
drink, mince pies and sausage rolls. 
  
Nativity Play: Christmas Eve at 4.00pm. All children attending are invited to 
come dressed as shepherds, angels etc and join the cast during the final 
carol. 
  
Midnight Mass: Christmas Eve starting at 11.30pm and lasting about an 
hour. 
  
Christmas Day: 8.00am Holy Communion (said) 1662 Prayer Book 

10.30am Family Communion with carols to which children     
are asked to bring one present for the Vicar to play with! 

  
House Communions 
 
If because of age or illness you cannot make it to Church for your Christmas 
Communion I will be pleased to call at your home or the hospital to bring it 
to you if you wish. Where possible it would be helpful to have a few days 
notice. 
  
Love & prayers 
Chris 
  

From the Registers 
 
Baptisms 
 
28th October: Isabella Lucia Fox Jones, William Louis Fox Jones 
                          Isabella Rose Izzo 
4th November: Tyler James Anthony Thurman 
18th November: Jacob Constantine Taylor, Kate Nilans,  
                          Bethan Ariana Jones 
  
Funerals 
 
30th October: Anthony Geoffrey Jordan Rimel (St. Andrewõs Church & 
Churchyard) 
2nd November: Kathleen Daisy Peace West (Ashes buried after cremation) 
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2nd November: Jacqueline Lesley Taylor (St. Andrewõs/Crematorium & 
Churchyard) 
4th November: Andrew Wright Watters (Ashes buried after cremation) 
15th November: Michael Alan Lamont ð Fisher (St. Andrewõs Church & 

Churchyard) 
   
Wednesday 26th December 
 
Please note there will NOT be a service of Holy Communion at 10.00am on 
Boxing Day 
  
Love & prayers 
Chris 
  

A View from St Patrickõs 
 
A ôwagõ in parliament has suggested that we should downgrade Christmas 
from its present prime position as a highlight of the churchõs year and give 
the commercial world the opportunity to cash in on our feelings of goodwill 
and the promotion of peace among all nations. 
 
As it is, the commercial world has done its best to disguise Christmas in 
recent years with all the trappings of Christmas fare, Christmas tinsel and 
trees, and Christmas presents dispensed by a generously proportioned 
Father Christmas, otherwise known as Santa Claus, or originally St Nicholas, 
operating in southern Turkey. 
 
However, one cannot, nor should we, disguise the fact that all the fuss is 
about celebrating that most significant birthday ever in the history of the 
universe ð the human birth of a baby in the humblest possible circumstances 
who was destined to reveal the true nature of Godõs love and will for 
humanity. Not only that, the birth was heralded by heavenly messengers, a 
supernova star and attended by three humble shepherds on the one hand 
and by three wise men or astrologers on the other, all of whom had brought 
appropriate presents. There is the apocryphal story that one of the wise 
men was exceptionally tall and bumped his head on the low doorway as he 
entered the stable, òJesus Christ!ó he exclaimed. Joseph immediately said 
to Mary; òWrite that down, Mary. Itõs better than Wayne!ó 
 

The world is in such turmoil and conflict, it would seem as never before 
from a present day perspective, that we all need Christmas to remind us 
that peace and goodwill and its implementation are shown through 
generosity to all those less fortunate than we are. As a central part of that 
reminder, may I invite you to celebrate Christmas with us at one or more of 
the events that follow: 
 

¶ Toy service on Advent Sunday - 9.30 Sun 2nd Dec. Bring wrapped toys 
for disadvantaged children in Reading. 
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¶ Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols - 4.00pm Sun 16th Dec. 

¶ Carol singing in Charvil - Either Tue 18th or Thu 20th Dec, 6.30 - 8.00 
pm latest. Watch the newssheet for final details, all singers gratefully 
accepted, mince pies and mulled wine afterwards at St Patrick's. 
Collections from the carol singing will go to support the Twyford based 
"Feed the Children" charity. 

¶ Midnight Mass - Mon 24th Dec 11.30 pm 

¶ Christmas Day Family Communion - Tue 25th Dec at 9.30am 
 

May we wish you and your family a very happy and joy filled Christmas.  
 

Love and prayers, 
 

Michael & family 
 

Seasons greetings upside down 
 

samtsirhC yppaH.  I thought I was going to get a month off as the boss is 
down under, but not a bit of it, he's found an internet café or some such 
miracle of modernity and given me a gee up.  "No slacking Joanna, just 'cos 
I'm away and the lovely lady Jane is taking care of you there's no reason not 
to tell the good folks that Christmas is a-coming and there's lots going on". 
Well I can't really duck out of that can I?  Boss says it's a bit funny down 
there, lovely hot spring weather and the shops decked out with Christmas 
trees and decorations already.  Bit commercial really, just like here. 
Anyway, on the real Christmas front, celebrating what it's actually all about, 
we are holding the usual set of Christmas services and events at St Patrick's. 
 

So that's it folks, boss said to say "g'day", and he thought about bungy 
jumping but chickened out when he saw the other fools doing it, contented 
himself with cruising round on foot bus and water and admiring the views. 
He said it's great down under, the people are friendly, the weather is super, 
the scenery is stunning, the pace of life relaxed - but it's not home and he's 
looking forward to getting back. 

Joanna (the St Patrickõs Pianner) 
 
 

Maidenhead Conservative Association, Sonning and Warren Branch. 
 

The Annual Winter Drinks Party will take place on Saturday, January 19th at 
12noon, at Pilgrims, Thames Street, Sonning.  Please come and support your 
local branch and at the same time, enjoy a post Christmas get 
together.  The Rt Hon Theresa May MP will be present.  Tickets are £8, 
available from me (0118, 9693277) or from any committee member.  

 

Rosemary Digby 
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Church Barn Dance 
  
Join us for the Church Barn Dance on Saturday 26 January 2008 at 
7.30pm.  We are back in Charvil Village Hall, giving us plenty of room to 
dance to Dave Tindall (caller) and his band. Itõs ôbring your ownõ drinks with 
a ôFish and Chipõ Supper (Chicken and Veggie option also available).  
 
Ticket price £10. For more information or to purchase tickets (remembering 
to order fish, chicken or veggie), please contact me on 07810 822405. 
   

Julie Wearing 

 
Scarecrows: May 2008. 

 
Following three highly successful Sonning Scarecrow Trails held in alternate 
years since 2002, plans are already in hand for the next display to be held 
on Sunday/Monday, 25th/ 26th May. Several parishioners have again kindly 
offered to open their gardens ð a vital ingredient for a successful weekend. 
 
Due to the increasing number of attendees on each occasion, the provision 
of additional car parking and toilets will be provided. Extra helpers will 
certainly be required: to sell tickets/maps, staff the church, refreshment 
areas, garden entrances and car parks, so please mark your diaries now ð a 2 
or 3 hour stint would be highly appreciated. Those who have helped before 
will know just how much fun and fellowship is gained from the involvement. 
 
To outline the plans for the event and to start bookings for exhibits 
(avoiding duplication) an òUpdate Eveningó will be held in the Pearson Hall 
on Wednesday 9th January 2008 commencing at 7.30 pm. Everyone will be 
most welcome, wine and nibbles will be served. 
 

Malcolm Stansfield 
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society 
 

It was one of those afternoons when everything seemed to go wrong!  
 
Despite the embarrassment of only one working light on the stage, which 
made it difficult for the demonstrator and ourselves to see what she was 
doing, the ônoises offõ making it hard for us to hear what she was saying and 
our Chairman visibly changing colour, we enjoyed the afternoon.  
 
After a long career as a National Demonstrator, Mrs Penny Everett could be 
forgiven for being slightly absent minded and yet she gave an amusing, if 
slightly batty (her own words) commentary whilst creating six lovely 
Christmas arrangements. One was a tall container using white lilies and 
silver twirly twigs; another a contemporary arrangement on a gold plinth  
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matched with a second one (which she had prepared earlier) Other 
arrangements using pink canna lilies, large white carnations, deep pink 
gerberas, lots of gold leaves and autumn magnolia leaves completed the 
rest. At one point, one of the tall arrangements threatened to collapse, 
needing a bit more anchoring and giving us all a nervous moment. However, 
Penny Everett soldiered bravely on and won the hearts of us all with a 
magnificent final display 
 
We were running late so the welcome cup of tea and mince pies were 
gulped down hastily in order to clear in order to clear the hall for the ballet 
class, which was to follow. Penny Everett appeared to have brought so much 
material with her and our Chairman could see that getting it all back in to 
her car could be a problem, so we gave her a helping hand. After a bad start 
it all turned out well in the end. One could see the funny side of it ð and we 
only do fun at the flower club. 
 
The next meeting is the Christmas Lunch on Dec 13th and the competition is 
ôA Christmas Swagõ 
 

Jane Gascoine 
 

Royal British Legion 
 
 
Poppy Appeal 2007 
 
Taking into account that the appeal year does not end 
until May 2008, we are heading towards another record 
year. At the moment our collection stands at £6,490.26, 
which is over £900.00 up on this time last year. We need 
only another£750.00 to set yet another annual record! 
Keep the cash coming in please. 

 
Remembrance Day Service 
 
Last year was a record for the numbers attending at 516, just 5 over the 
seating capacity of St Andrewõs. This year, there were 613 people in church! 
As Canon Clarke remarked, it was a problem, but one that we were all very 
happy to have to deal with. The collection was also dramatically up on 
2006, raising £1,413.00 towards the Poppy Appeal. This was an increase of 
40% on 2006. 
 

Gordon Barnett 
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Sonning in World War II 
 

The recent discovery at The Dower House, Pearson Road, of a U.S. military 
identity tag reminded me of some papers kept by my wife Armine, who 
remembered that U.S. Army units were based here in 1943 ð 1944, during 
the build-up to the allied landings in Normandy. In 1995 she had a letter 
from Thomas A. Ball, President 1110th (sic) Engineer Association, recalling 
his guard duties at North Lodge. He explained that the U.S. Army Motor Pool 
was in the field to the right of the drive leading up to Bishopõs Close. At the 
time, Bishopõs Close and North Lodge were both owned by Armineõs father, 
Clement Williams, Chairman of Sonning Parish Council during and after the 
war. 
 

Mr Ball described his duties thus: òOn stormy nights, we stood guard on your 
porch. This allowed us a good view over the vehicles and the approaches; it 
also kept us out of the elementséé Mrs Lyons of Turpins would leave a 
Thermos of hot tea or cocoa for the guard on duty to help him stay warm 
and to keep him awake.ó In those days, Jean Cornwall, now at Grove 
Cottage about 100 yards away, lived at North Lodge with her parents, Mr & 
Mrs Tigwell. She remembers the U.S. Army guards, and Mrs Lamb and says 
that her own mother also provided hot drinks etc ð so it may have been a 
popular duty. 
 
Mr Ball also recalls an air raid, when a German pilot òwas seen floating 
down over Sonning and near this guard post. I was on duty that evening and 
spent my entire patrol trying to find him. No, I wasnõt successful, nor do I 
remember anyone else finding him. However, there was quite a bit to keep 
me occupied that night. A mare who was pastured in this same field 
delivered her foal é it was as near as Iõve ever come to being a midwife!ó 
 

Such characters must have enlivened the austere wartime days ð and nights. 
However, Sonning did not forget its own servicemen and women. Each 
received an illuminated certificate òSonning welcomes you home and thanks 
you for your service to your King and Countryó. A reunion dinner for them 
was held in The White Hart Hotel  on 4th October 1946. The menu card shows 
these Toasts: òHis Majesty The King: welcome home proposed by the 
Chairman, Brigadier General E.G. Phipps-Hornby VC, responded to by 
General Sir Andrew Thorne KCBó.  
 

These two Sonning Generals were noteworthy figures. Phipps-Hornby lived 
at Thatched Cottage, Sonning Lane for many years. He won his V.C. in the 
Boer War, was on active service in World War 1 and commanded the Sonning 
Home Guard in World War II. Sir Andrew Thorne lived at The Deanery from 
1938 to 1949. He his three sons and three daughters all served in the forces 
in World War II, which he ended as Commander, Allied Liberation Forces, 
Norway. Both generals and their wives are buried in St Andrewõs 
Churchyard. 
 

John Edmonds  
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Sonning Glebe WI 

We had a very enjoyable Harvest Supper, where we had good food and 
company and we were entertained with odd odes. At our meeting in 
October we celebrated 45 years of Sonning Glebe WI we enjoyed a light 
supper with a Birthday Cake and then took part in Morris Dancing. 
 
We are looking forward to our Skittles, Scrabble and Knit n Natter Evenings. 
If you are coming to our Christmas Party please remember to bring a gift for 
the bran tub up to the value of £5. 
 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 
Diane Reeves 

 
1st Sonning Brownies 

 
The Brownies made wonderful invites to send out to invite people to our 60th 
Birthday Celebration, by the time you read this we will have held our party 
and hope everyone enjoyed themselves. Hedgehog Bread was made to 
decorate the Church for Harvest Festival. 
 
Our new Brownies have been working towards making their Promise, which 
they did on 17th October. Parents came along to watch and some Brownies 
entertained. If you would like to find out about Rainbows, Brownies or 
Guides in Sonning please give me a call on 07813 433 493. 

 
Brown Owl 

 
Sonning Art Group 

 
òThe Many Faces of Rogeró.  It could be a film title, but no, it was the 
culmination of an afternoon session on portraiture and posture with Jenny 
Halstead reviewing some thirty pictures of Roger Hutchinson (a brave and 
willing model and husband of one of our members) studiedly drawn by 
members of the Group. 
 
Jenny led an interesting session providing many valuable learning points to 
help members produce portraits that capture a true likeness of their 
subject. However, having said that it is clear that most of us still need to 
put in several hours of practice to get a recognizable result! 
 
 
Anne Whitby, one of our members from Hurst, has decided to cut back on 
her painting activity and has kindly donated a quantity of art materials to 
the Group.  Knowing that Anne is a keen supporter of the Thames Valley Air 
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Ambulance, she regularly opens her garden for their benefit ð frequently 
winning the best garden award, members have responded by donating over 
£40 to this charity. 
 
The Groupõs activities will end with a Christmas Dinner on the 7th December 
and resume on Friday 11th January, opening with the AGM followed by 
judging for the quarterly Chairmanõs Cup Award competition (A Self Portrait 
ðany medium). 
 

George Webster. 
 
 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
 

Meet Henry Woodyer in Sonning on 11 SeptemberSociety matures and 
enters its 4th year 
 
 
At its fourth Annual General Meeting held in Pearson Hall on Saturday 17 
November, the Society celebrated its achievements during 2005/06. The 
most significant of these has been the establishment of the Village Voices 
(oral history) project led by Mary Chapman and her team of four, with 
technical advice and assistance from David Woodward. 
 
Members endorsed the Executive Committee decision to appoint John 
Edmonds as Honorary President.  John graciously accepted the honour with 
an amusing ôSaying of the Weekõ reputedly by US President Harry Truman 
published in The Observer (6 February 1949): òThe President spends most of 
his time kissing people on the cheek in order to get them to do what they 
ought to do without getting kissedó, advice promptly put into action by 
John.  The Rt. Hon. Theresa May, MP, received such a kiss, following an 
amusing after-dinner talk, which included many stories about vicars, the 
Societyõs Chairman included. 
 
The more serious side of Theresaõs talk made reference to the emergence of 
the influential Thames Valley Economic Partnership, who are very 
interested in proposals for a third bridge (see 
http://www.businessinberkshire.co.uk/tvep/).  She also drew attention to 
two key legislative developments mentioned in the recent Queenõs speech ð 
the Heritage Protection Bill and the Planning Reform Bill.  Every 
encouragement was being given to the Society to respond to these when 
opportunities arise.  A summary of the white paper for the former can be 
viewed at http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.8380. 
 
The Society maintains a fairly constant membership, still well in excess of 
200.  It always welcomes new members, and particularly those who would 
like to contribute actively to its four panels (Planning & Environment, 

http://www.businessinberkshire.co.uk/tvep/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.8380
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Traffic & Transport, Education and the Social Committee). Members who 
joined before September 2007 are gently reminded that annual  
 
subscriptions fall due on 1 January ð renewal forms will be circulated with 
the next issue of Bridge. 
 

Diana Coulter 
 

Sonning Cricket Club ð onwards and upwards! 
 

2007 was the end of an era for Sonning Cricket Club, as our 1st and 2nd XIs 
bade farewell to the Berkshire League to move on to new challenges in the 
Thames Valley League. Our 3rds will remain in the Berks League, but our 
senior teams depart with a unique trail of success behind them, with our 1sts 
having won the Premier Division 8 times ð more than any other club and the 
2nds having reached a higher position than any other 2nd XI in the 30 seasons 
of the league. Acceptance into the middle echelons of the TVL will now 
mean that the club can progress as far as it wishes to in amateur and semi-
professional cricket.  
 

The 2007 season was a rather mixed affair, with 1st and 3rds finishing 
runners-up in their respective divisions, but 2nds and Sunday XIs struggling 
more than in recent years. In addition we had a record 20 matches rained 
off! 
 

We had an outstanding attendance for our annual black tie dinner-dance at 
Sonning Golf Club in November, with over 130 turning up for an excellent 3-
course meal and lively music from the superb covers band òUnion Jackó. Itõs 
fair to say that the dance floor suffered a lot more wear and tear than a 
Sonning batting crease on a Sunday! During the evening, two special awards 
were presented. Firstly Sonning resident Nigel Jackson received the Young 
Player of the Year Award for his all-round contribution on the field in 2007. 
Nigel morphed from 3rd XI bowler to 1st XI wicket keeper during the season 
and is a very exciting prospect for the future. The second award went to the 
other end of the geological timeframe, with local cricket legend, Mark 
Anderson, receiving a one-off award for taking his 500th wicket in the 
Berkshire League, putting him in the top ten of all time for the league.  We 
had one of òAnnersó balls mounted on a wooden plinth especially for the 
occasion. 
 
As for the future, well we are now in discussions with the Australian U 19s 
head coach with a view to bringing a couple of future Aussie stars over to 
play for us and help with coaching the youngsters in exchange for a job and 
accommodation locally. This is very important because we need to 
strengthen our playing standard if we are to progress in the Thames Valley 
League. Practice nets will commence in the New Year at Blue Coat School 
including an extra coaching session for colts ð keep an eye on our website 
www.sonningcc.co.uk for details. 

http://www.sonningcc.co.uk/
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Alastair Driver 

 
Sonning Field ð from nappies to newts 

 
What a transformation Sonning Field has undergone! From a rubbish-strewn 
wasteland plagued by travellers and scrambler bikes, a sports pitch and 
nature reserve has been born - in less than 12 months.  The creation of this 
nature area, including a large pond, was a legal requirement of the planning 
agreement, due to the presence of a large colony of Great Crested Newts 
centred around Aliõs Pond Local Nature Reserve next door. However the new 
owners, Reading Blue Coat School, are not sitting back on their laurels, 
having created it. Their Co-Curricular Director, Russell Slatford has now 
arranged for a group of students to carry out maintenance work in the 
nature area on Thursdays as and when required, under guidance from 
myself. So far this has involved the removal of blanket weed (always 
essential in new ponds) and in the New Year, the group will work with the 
Friends of Aliõs Pond to plant a new native species hedgerow across the 
field, to separate the sports pitches from the nature area. The school have 
kindly agreed to allow members of the public to continue to walk through 
this nature area and so this will be a valuable amenity for local residents, as 
well as an educational resource for the school and a special wildlife haven 
for many years to come. A win-win if ever there was one! 
 

Alastair Driver 
 

Hope and Aid Direct 
 

The visit to Kosovo was most successful in September/October and our 
helpers feel they are able to make a difference. I would like to say a big 
òThank youó for the wonderful support we received from you all; your many 
gifts of pasta, rice etcetera filled dozens of boxes and was most welcome by 
all families. 
 
The really good news is that we have a warehouse for storage, so any 
bedding, blankets, tools cutlery you may have spare, we can now store and 
would be most grateful to receive. Please ring 0118 934 5021. 
 

Vera Harris 
 

And a Christmas Treat for the Younger Readersééé. 
 
Class Gas 
 

The teacher passed out and fell right off her chair,  
My classmates are crying and gasping for air.  
The hamster is howling and hiding h is head. 
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The plants by the window are practically dead.  
 
 
 
Thereõs gas in the class; itõs completely my fault, 
And smells like a chemical weapons assault.  
So try to remember this lesson from me:  
Donõt take your shoes off in class after P.E. 
 

 
 
Mashed Potatoes on the ceiling 
 

1.Mashed Potatoes on the ceiling,  
Mashed potatoes on the floor.  
Stewed tomatoes in the corner,  
Squash upon the door 

2. Pickled peppers in my pocket.  
Spinach up my sleeves. 
Mushrooms in my underpants with  
Leeks and lettuce leaves.  
 

3. Okra, onions, artichokes,  
Asparagus and beets; 
Buried neatly underneath the 
cushions of our seats. 
 

4. All the rest Iõve hidden in my socks 
and down my shirt.  
Iõm done with all my vegetables, 
Iõm ready for dessert! 

 
I have Noodles in my Nostrils 
 

1. I have noodles in my nostrils.  

I have noodles on my nose. 

There are noodles on my cheeks  

and chin 

and dripping  down my clothes.  

 
 

2. Iõve got more upon my forehead  

Some are sticking  to  my neck. 

Itõs completely  disconcerting  

Iõm a noodle covered wreck 

3. I can see them on my kneecaps, 

And I know theyõre in my shoes 

(When I stand theyõre somewhat 

squishy 

and I feel  them start  to  ooze.) 

 
 
 

4.There are several in my pockets. 

Thereõs a handful  in my hair.  

And Iõm pretty  sure that  some are 

Even in my underwear.  

5. So try  not  to  do what  I did  

(Iõm a total  nincompoop),  

and donõt ever fall  asleep 

while  eating  chicken noodle soup. 
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Donõt Forget! 
Christmas Services 

 

St Andrewõs 
 
2nd Dec 10.30am Family toy service  
 

23rd Dec 6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons and Nine Carols 
 

24th  Dec 4.00pm Nativity Play  
 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 

25th  Dec 8.00am  Holy Communion (Said, 1162 version) 
10.30am Family Communion with Carols.  
Children (of all ages) are asked to bring one present 
for the vicar top play with.   
 

St Patrickõs 
 
2nd Dec 9.30am Family toy service  
 

23rd Dec 4.00pm Service of Nine Lessons and Nine Carols 
 

24th  Dec 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 

25th  Dec 9.30am Family Service 
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Local Organisations 

 

  St Andrew's: Sunday Club   Heather Hexter 946 1316 

 St Andrew's: Little Fishes Mrs Sarah Turner 944 8154 

 St Andrewõs: Tower Captain: Mrs P. Elliston 969 5967 

The Friends of St Andrew's Wendy Williams 969 6609 

St Patrick's: Sunday School Catherine Balchin 934 2840 

1st Charvil Rainbows Guider: Brenda Cowdery 934 5698 

Charvil Art Club Secretary: Mrs Joyce Wray 969 8098 

Charvil Branch Conservatives Mrs E. Hobbs 934 0528 

Charvil Brownies Tawny Owl: Claire Howells  934 5372 

Charvil Guides Ruth Hulley 969 9431 

Charvil Caterpillar Club Sandy Moffatt 934 9794 

Charvil Parish Council Clerk: Mr I. Cohen 901 7693 

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Nadine Doble 934 0418 

Charvil Senior Residents Club Miss C. Edwards 969 2114 

Charvil Women's Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Youth Club Jo Holden 934 4701 

Sonning & Charvil Baby-sitting  Mrs Vanessa Jones 934 1185 

Circle E-mail   vanessalouisejones@hotmail.com  

Sonning & District Chernobyl Maria Gee 962 7721 

Children's Lifeline Link  Group         maria.gee@ntlworld.com 

Sonning Art Group Chairman: Mr G.B. 
Webster 

944 0699 

Sonning Book Club Mrs Anne Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Branch, British Legion  Chairman: Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Sonning Brownies Leader: Miss D. Reeves 969 2987 

Sonning C of E Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs L. 
Green 

969 3399 

Sonning & Warren Conservatives Sec: Alison Russell 972 1495 

Sonning Cricket Club  Membership: Ali Driver 969 2698 

Sonning Flower Club Sec: Ms S. Robinson 969 0748 

Sonning Glebe Art Club Julian Toms 969 0100 

Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs) Mrs D. Moulsley 961 8829 

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Membership info: 

Ali Campbell 

969 2646  

Sonning Liberal Democrats Coling Lawley 961 8536 

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch Sec: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Parish Council Clerk, Mrs L. Bates 969 7753 

Sonning Rainbow Guides Leader: Mrs Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Sonning RNLI Chairman: David Bates 969 7753 
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Sonning School PTA Penny Adams 932 1208 

1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 

1st Sonning Scouts Group ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 

1St Sonning Scouts Group Scout Leader: Colin Giles 969 5849 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Cub Scouts: Alison King  962 1675 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Beavers: Judy Ricketts 969 3279 

Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 969 0782 

Sonning Twinning Association David Bates 969 7753 

Sonning Toddler Group Emma James 901 4685 

Sonning Village Players Sec: Mr S. Atkins 969 1134 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Sec: Mrs P. Feathers 934 3193 

Sonning Village Show Sec: Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653 

Sonning Working Men's Club Sec: Mrs Penney Mackenzie 07730 
871959 

Friends of Aliõs Pond  Alastair Driver  969 2698 

Masquerade Drama & Dance  
 Group for Young People 

Clare Hatfield 07973 
918225 

Monday Club Leader: Ken Trimmings 969 1072 

Pearson Hall Caretaker & Bookings:  
 Mrs Jenny Adams 

969 7692 

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee Sec: Mr Colin McEwen 934 0300 

Badminton Club Mrs P. Pardoe 934 5643 

Longmead Bridge Club Chairman: Tony Cowling  969 5181 

Rotary Club of Loddon Vale Secretary: Norman 
Moulsley 

961 8829 

Serinette Ladies Choir Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Short Mat Bowling Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 

Vivace Girls Choir Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Useful web sites:   

Ali's Pond 
E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com 

www.sonning.net/alispond.html 

Sonning & Charvil 
 services 

www.sonningparish.org.uk/docs.htm 

Sonning Working 
 Men's Club 

www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html 

Sonning-on-Thames 
archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning  

www.sonning.net  

Sonning & Sonning Eye 
Society 

www.sonning.org.uk 

Sonning Art Group www.sonningartgroup.org.uk  

Sonning School www.sonning.wokingham.sch.uk 

mailto:ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com
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