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The Parish of Sonning

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning w ith Ramsbury, became a separate
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury,
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hal until
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times -
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Cano n Hugh Pearson; it was he who
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869.

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century,
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a '‘Dean's Peculiar'.

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969,
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal ve nue for village functions

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the
centre of which is now a conservation area.

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which

it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London
to Bath highway.

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, p articularly
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and



opened in 1952; it remai ns within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.
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Forthcoming Events

Date What 6s on? Page
5 May Twyford Volunteers AGM 21
8 May Christian Aid Concert R
9 May St Andrewds c"eahnavdrsarg of VBbDay 6 5 18
11 May OFootprintenng coffee m 19
12 May Annual Parish meeting 21
20 May Climate Change Symposium 17
29 May Sonning Regatta R
30/31 May SonningFestival & Scarecrow Trail 25
30 May Elegant Picnic 24
12 Jun 60 SCOPE® Ceil i dh 22
20 Jun S&SES Summer Luncheon 26
11 Sep Village Produce Show D
12 Sep S&SES Heritage Trail 27
Notes: Deadline, June magazine: 4.00 pm Friday, 2 8" May 2010
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry.
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Regular Services
The Parish Church

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
10.30 am | Family Service, first Sunday of the month

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth
Sundays

Matins, third Sunday.

6.30 pm | Evensong, except third Sunday of the month,
when it will be Holy Communion with the
laying on of hands for those who wish it.

Wednesdays | 10 am Holy Communion at St 4

StPatr i ckds Charvil

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays
Worship Service other Sundays

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of
the month

If you would like to arrange a Church Servicein St Andr ewds Church you e
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted

by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, conta ct the

vicar on 0118 969 3298.

The Vicar s Letter
Dear friends,

olf a time machine iIis invented, whi ch
experience?6 This was a question | wa
course, as a priest | should probably have indicated a desire to be present
2000 years ago in Bethlehem or the Sea of Galilee or wherever, but | knew
the answer straight away, and, as 1s m
want to return to Londonon May 8 " 1945Vi ct ory i n Europe Da

Some d you will have been there, and will have vivid, colourful memories
of it. For me, the photos, news reels and written accounts of the
celebrations are thrilling, having heard so much from people who lived
through WWII of the terrible ordeal so many had fa ced. If ever there was a
just war, this was it, and the defeat of fascism by those on the side of
freedom and democracy was indeed a cause for profound rejoicing.

We shall have an opportunity to commemorate this momentous occasion on
May 9" when we join together to markits65 "anni ver sary. St. A
be hosting a service for the whole community to remember that incredible
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day, and to give thanks, once again, for all those who fought in the defence
of our nation. | warmly invite everyone to att end, whether a churchgoer or
not, as the very survival of this country depended on that heroic struggle
between 1939-1945, and taking time out of Sunday recreation is the least
we can do in return.

However, there is something else we can do to honour the sacrifices of
those to whom we owe so much. It is something that would be unheard of

now, had t he Battl e of Britain been W

invasion of Britain taken place. It is something that men and women have
died to gain, to protect and then to preserve. It is to vote. To take part in

the democratic process. To have your say. To remember that individuals
make up communities and each individual should contribute something. If
nothing else, to bother to make use of this hard won right.

We are told that the public is cynical of politics and recent turn out figures

at elections are indeed pathetic. That more people vote in pop music
contests than in some elections is deeply depressing, not to say shaming for
our nation. | leave it for othe rs to speculate on why this might have come
about. However | believe that being able to take part in an election is not
just my right, it is also a privilege to be cherished.

| recently stood in the chamber of the House of Commons, something that
has always excited me, and listened to the tour guide and other members of
the group scoff at those who sit on the green benches. All the old jokes
were rehearsed and of course some new ones connected to the expenses
scandal. | was appalled, feeling that what | w as listening to was akin to
sacrilege. Men and women have died for that place, and we should hold it,
and all it stands for in the highest esteem. What we have recently withessed
from some greedy parliamentarians has been shocking, and | imagine the
electorate will punish them on May 6 ™. However, | have known M.P.s from
various parties as friends, and all are hardworking and honest public
servants. That so many people seem to feel that all politicians are rotten is
absurd, and deeply damaging.

Cynicism, leading to electoral disengagement, will undermine the valuable
legacy of freedom that was celebrated on VE Day. The logical consequence
will be the devaluing of our democracy. We owe it to one another and to
those heroic champions of liberty from the past to participate in this
election, and have our say. As the big day finally approaches, let us all
remember the inspiring invocation of Winston Churchill in his VE Day
Broadcast: oLong |ive the cause of

Amen to that!
With love from all at the Vi carage.

Jamie

free



Notices

PCC Changes:At the recent APCM, Jan Hammond retired as Parish Warden
after five years of service. Warm tributes were paid, and she was presented
with a gift on behalf of all the parish. Terry Hunt was elected as her
replacement. Mark Jordan was elected as Parish Warden for another year
and Molly Woodley at St. Andrew's and Ruth Warms and Kay Cohen at St.
Patrick's were elected as deputy wardens. Heather Hine was elected to
serve as the parish representative on the Deanery Synod and Tom
Farncombe was elected to serve on the PCC.

Climate change and Christianity:  Prof Sir John Houghton is a committed
Christian who was head of the Met Office, and is a world expert on Global
warming. Why not come and listen to what he had to say on this vital issue,
and have your say? Bill Gothard will be leading a discussion group for anyone
interested and invites you to join him on Thursday May 20th at 7:30pm in
the St. Sarik room. Please let him know at billgothard@aol.com

Annabelle Olivia Victoria Taylor:  We would like to thank everyone who has
sent cards, gifts, flowers and good wishes following the birth of our
daughter. We have been moved by the warmth of welcome for her to the
parish, and look forward to showing her off!

Stewardship Sunday: On 13th June, there will be no 8 .00am or 9:30am
services as everyone is invited to a special service and presentation for the
whole parish at St. Andrew's at 10:30am. This will be followed by pre -lunch
drinks in (hopefully) the Vicarage garden.

Memories of the Easter egg Hunt:

VE Day: We are inviting veterans of the Second World War to join the
procession from the St. Sarik room just before the service on May 9th, and
then to sit together for the service. Please could you let Gordon Barnett
(editor of this magazine ) know if you would like to do this? His email address
Is on page 13 or his telephone number is 0118 969 6693. Also, please feel
free to be accompanied by someone else.
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65 " Anniversary

-~

A CELEBRATION

May 9 th at 6.30pm

Guest Preacher
The Dean of Windsor
The Rt. Revd. David Conner KCVO

Followed by a
VE Day reception

ANever have we seen

Winston Spencer Churchill
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For all those

dealing with the

loss of a loved one ,
redundancy, divorce,
or separation

Come and join us at an informal coffee
morning on the second Tuesday of the month
at 11 .00 am in the St Sarik Room of
St. Andrewds Sonnin
(May 11" 2010)
An opportunity to meet with others facing the
many pressures of bereavement and loss
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