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The Parish of Sonning  
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Can on Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed o f 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal v enue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish  of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it rema ins within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday)  

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwar dens:  

 Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net  940 1431 

 Mrs Jan Hammond. Email: jan@jdhammond.com 926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)  

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 

 Charvil: TBA  

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid:  Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
Parish Magazine:   

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall.  Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor:          gordon.barnett@tal ktalk.net  

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

9 Mar òFootprintsó coffee morning 19 

13/17 Mar St Patrickõs Festival 20 

14 Mar Walk around Charvil 26 

16 Mar Charvil senior residents open afternoon  27 

18 Mar FoStAC AGM 23 

19 Mar Jazz, Fishõn Chip Supper 23 

20 Mar Parish walk 24 

27 Mar RNLI ò Sounds of Sonningó 25 

24 Apr ôActive Listening Skillsõ workshop 18 

25 Apr St Georgeõs Day Festal Eucharist  18 

8 May Christian Aid Concert R 

12 May Annual Parish meeting R 

29/31 May Sonning Festival & Scarecrows 29 

Notes:  Deadline, April magazine: 4.00 pm  Friday, 26 th March 2010  
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church  
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month  

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it.  

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrewõs 
 

St Patrickõs Charvil  

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third  Sunday of 
the month  

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrewõs Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicarõs Letter  

 

Dear friends,  
 

The flowers are banished, the Gloria mothballed, and the Lenten penitential 
purple is out in force in our sanctuaries. All this to symbolise the sombre 
spirit of this season, and yet during this mont h, we have a celebration, a 
thanksgiving. Mothering Sunday falls on March 14th, and posies will appear, 
and the slightly gloomy atmosphere will lift (we hope). Mothering Sunday, 
unlike its commercial equivalent for dads, is an ancient Church festival, and 
it offers a number of themes for the preacher desperate to avoid peddling 
the same old lines. Traditionally, we focus on our own mothers and all they 
have done for us, but let us not forget the tradition of the church acting as 
a mother.  
 

We as a P.C.C. have recently been thinking a lot about how our churches 
serve children and young people in Sonning and Charvil.  When you 
advertised for your new Vicar in 2008, the need to develop this work was 
highlighted, and I am deeply committed to turning this hope i nto a reality. 
The vital role of nurture, and of drawing on the image of the church as 
mother canõt be underestimated, and any church that doesnõt make it a 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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priority will soon stumble. We are blessed to have committed volunteers in 
both churches who work i n our Sunday schools, but, other than this, we are 
failing to engage in any form of meaningful outreach to the vast majority of 
children and teenagers in our parish, and I passionately believe we must 
rectify this soon. The P.C.C. are presently exploring t he possibility of 
bringing in outside help, but this will obviously involve a significant 
investment from each of us responsible for paying for the ministry of our 
churches. 
 

I was recently given a poem, and it ably sums up the urgency of this issue, 
albeit in a rather stark manner.  
 

The church was finding it difficult to get enough help  
with the childrenõs work. 

 

òIõm sorry,ó some people said. òWeõd love to help, but we just donõt have 
the time to prepare.ó  òThatõs all rightó, said the pornographic magazine 

seller. òI like children, Iõm prepared to stay open all hours to give children 
magazines to readó. 

 

The church still wanted some members to help.   
 

òSorryó, they said. òWe need to spend time in worship and learning from 
the serviceó.  òThatõs all right, Iõll helpó, said the drug pusher. òI like 

spending my time talking and making friends with childrenó. 
 

The church still wanted some members to help.  
 

òSorryó, they said. òWeõre just no good with childrenó.  òThatõs all right, 
Iõll helpó, said the DVD producer. òI donõt know anything about children, 
but Iõll go on training courses and work late to find out all about young 

people so I can make the DVDs they want to watch.  
And when it comes to scenes of sex and violence,  
Iõll make sure I am on the right side of the lawó. 

 

The church still wanted some members to help.  
 

But it was the magazine seller, the drug pusher and the DVD producer who 
worked the hardest at their childrenõs work.  (Anon) 

 
We are working hard to put plans in place to begin an effective a nd 
sustained program of ministry to children and young people. However, it is 
going to involve real financial commitment if we are going to succeed. For 
now, we would value your prayers, and in the next few months, we will be 
saying more about how we can all work together to make this happen.  
 

At the beginning of next month, the long period of preparation will be over. 
Our churches will once again be filled with flowers and Glorias and the 
celebration of the resurrection, represented by gold frontals and ve stments. 
That message of the angel at the tomb resonates just as powerfully today as 
it did for the disciples. The message of hope, of new beginnings and life 
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springing from death, is one that all our young people deserve to hear. 
Donõt let us keep it to ourselves. 
  
Wishing you every blessing. 
 
Jamie  
 

Holy Week and Easter  
 
PALM SUNDAY 28th  March 
 
8:00am St. Andrewõs Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am St. Patrickõs Holy Communion (CW) 
10:30am St. Andrewõs Procession in churchyard followed by Parish 

         Eucharist  
6:30pm St. Andrewõs   Choral Evensong 
 
HOLY WEEK 
 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Morning Prayer (St. Andrewõs) 
10:00am Holy Communion (St Sarik) 
 
Maundy Thursday  
7:30pm Holy Communion with stripping of the altars  (St. Andrewõs) 
 
Good Friday  
2:00pm The final Hour and Proclamation of the Cross 
2:00pm St Sarik) Childrenõs making of Easter garden) 
7:00pm ôThe Crucifixionõ (Stainer) sung by St. Andrewõs choir 
 
Easter Saturday  
4:00pm Walk to St. Patrickõs along the river (from the Vicarage) 
5:00pm BBQ at St. Patrickõs 
7:00pm  Easter Vigil at St. Patrickõs 
 
Easter Sunday 
8:00am St. Andrewõs Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am St. Patrickõs Holy Communion (CW) 
10:30am St. Andrewõs Parish Eucharist (with Easter Eggs for children)  
6:30pm St. Andrewõs Choral Evensong 
 
Easter Monday 
2:00pm Easter Egg Hunt and tea Party at the Vicarage (bring a plate of 
something!) 
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Notices 
 

Pastoral visitors : The parish pastoral visitor team are available to visit the 
sick and housebound and, when appropriate, bring Holy Communion to 
peopleõs homes. If you know of anyone who would benefit from a visit, 
please call our pastoral co -ordinator, Jean Tinson on 0118 969 0782. 
 

VE Day 65th  Anniversary : A community celebration is to be held on May 9 th 
at 6:30pm in St. Andrewõs to mark this historic occasion. The Dean of 
Windsor, Bishop David Conner will be preaching, and the choir of the Vicarõs 
last church, St. Andrewõs in Broadstairs, will be joining our own to lead the 
singing. Please make a note in your diaries. We would like to be able to 
offer celebratory drinks after the service, along the lines of Nine Lessons 
and Carols, but church funds canõt stretch to this at the moment. If anyone 
would like to make a contribution towards making this possible, please 
could you send the Vicar a cheque made out to Sonning P.C.C., clearly 
stating what it is for? Many thanks.  
 

St. Georgeõs Day Festal Eucharist: The Archdeacon of Berkshire, the 
Venerable Norman Russell will be the guest preacher on April 25 th for a 
special service to commemorate Englandõs patron saint at 10:30am in St 
Andrewõs. 
 

Jamie  
 

An Introduction  to  Active  Listening Skills  
 

Saturday, 24 th  April 2010  
10.00am ð 12.30pm  

St Sarik Room 
Whoõs it for? 
This is open to anyone who would like to learn about ð or learn more about - 
active listening skills and gain reassurance that theyõre already using their 
skills appropriately.  It will be useful for those using active listening skills at 
work, as a volunteer, or in day -to-day life.  
What would I gain from coming along?  
By the end of the workshop, it is hoped that you will have enhanced your 
knowledge of:  
Å What we mean by ôactive listening skills ô and how we use them to 

best effect  

Å Non-verbal communication  

Å When to refer on and to whom  

Places are limited so if youõd like to come along ð or youõd like to know 
more about it, please contact me on 0118 966 3511 or email 
chrisgothard1@aol.com by Saturday 17 th  April .  
 

Chris Gothard  
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For all those  
dealing with the  
loss of a loved one , 
redundancy, divorce,  
or separation  

 
 

Come and join us at an informal coff ee 
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month  
 

 at 11am in the St Sarik Room of  
 

St. Andrewõs Sonning 
 

(March 9th 2010) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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