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The Parish of Sonning  
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning wi th Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon  Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly vi sited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal ven ue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish o f Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, pa rticularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remain s within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday)  

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Wardens:  Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net  940 1431 

 Mr Terry Hunt. Email: 
twghunt@btopenworld.com  

934 1062 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)  

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 

 Charvil: TBA  

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid:  Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
Parish Magazine:   

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall.  Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mrs Sonia Boyles 969 2428 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor:          gordon.barnett@tal ktalk.net  

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

8 Jun ôFootprints coffee morning 18 

13  Jun Stewardship Sunday 19 

16 Jun Pearson Hall AGM 22 

19 Jun Parish Walk 24 

19 Jun RNLI Sonning Branch Garden party 2010 23 

20 Jun S&SES Summer Luncheon 27 

17 Jul ôHope to Albaniaõ Garden Party 17 

18 July ôSongs of Praise, St Andrewõs church 17 

Notes:  Deadline, July/Aug magazine:  
4.00 pm  Friday, 28 th  June 2010  
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church  
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month  

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it.  

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrewõs 
 

St Patrickõs Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third  Sunday of 
the month  

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrewõs Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for B aptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicarõs Letter  

 

Dear friends,  
 
It is two years ago this month that I came to Sonning for the first time and 
went  through the interview process.  Prior to this, much work had gone into 
producing a document called the ôparish profileõ, in which the PCC 
presented information about both churches and the wider  community, and 
spoke of their hopes for the future, including an assessment of strengths 
and weaknesses. It was fascinating to learn of all the good things that were 
going on in the parish, and to get some idea of where our lay leaders 
thought improvement s could be made.  
 
After my Induction I asked the PCC to review the ôparish profileõ, and we 
set up a working party to formulate a plan on how we might address the 
perceived weaknesses that had been highlighted. The main issue that came 
to the fore was out reach to children, teenagers and young families. The PCC 
was then asked to approve the working partyõs proposals which were 
designed to improve our ministry in this field, and happily, t hese were 
unanimously approved. The most significant idea centr ed on bringing in 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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someone with professional training to build up this ministry. Many parishes 
are doing this, often with exciting results.  I have seen how effective this 
can be in my last parish where significant growth took place, once a trai ned 
youth worker wa s employed. However enthusiastic and dedicated a Vicar 
may be in wanting to build up an effective youth and family work, the 
reality of managing a busy parish soon crowds in, and there is inevitable 
frustration that proper time and energy cannot be devoted  to the task. The 
PCC believe there is huge potential in both our villages for developing this 
new ministry, and, under God, this will be a meaningful way in which the 
church can serve our communities.  
 
In order to see our vision become a reality we have quite a mountain to 
climb. All those on our churchesõ electoral roll have been invited to a 
special service at 10:30am on June 13th to hear more about the challenges 
involved, and this will be followed by a reception where questions can be 
asked on an individual basis. The costs involved in this new ministry would 
be significant, and the present level of giving from our congregations will 
not allow us to proceed as yet. The PCC are fully behind this new project, 
and believe that it is important to bring eve rybody together in order to 
explain where we want to get to, and how we think we can achieve it. I do 
hope that all church members will make every effort to join us on this 
occasion.  
 
I remember hearing early on in my time here that if the church is in ne ed, 
everyone rallies round and the work gets done. The excellent state of repair 
of our parish church i s a powerful testimony to that.  The PCC has now 
highlighted another need, not related to our buildings, and arguably far 
more important and pressing. Tha t is the need to build an effective and 
sustained ministry  to young people and families. It is a need that is echoed 
in churches up and down the land, and we believe that God is calling us to 
address it as a matter of some urgency. We are confident that ou r proposals 
can achieve this, but only if we seek Godõs guidance in how we might offer 
our own individual contribution in bringing it about.  
 
Best wishes. 
 
Jamie  
 

Notices 
 

Congratulations:  We are delighted that Theresa May, a member of our 
congregation, has been appointed as Home Secretary and Minister for 
Women. We send our best wishes, and offer our prayers as she undertakes 
this most demanding of tasks.   
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Stewardship Sunday:  There is no 8.00am service at St. Andrewõs or 9:30am 
service at St. Patrickõs on June 13th. The whole parish is asked to attend a 
special service at 10:30am at St Andrewõs. This will be followed by drinks in 
the Vicarage garden.  
 

Songs of Praise:  At St. Andrewõs with the Reading Central band of the 
Salvation Army-Sunday July 18th at 6:30pm. There will be no Matins that day 
and the 10:30am service will be a Parish Eucharist.  
 

65 th  Anniversary of VE Day : Sunday 9th May Evensong; VIPs and guests 
gather to process into church:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHARITY GARDEN PARTY 
 

SATURDAY 17th JULY   12 noon-4 pm 

THE GABLES, 36 POUND LANE, SONNING 
 

Bar-B-Q                     Face painting          Plant stall 

Bouncy Castle       Balloon race     Bric a brac        Cake Stall 

Cream teas and cakes    Lucky Dip      Auction    éééand  more! 

 

£1  entrance for adults   -  Children enter for  free! 

 

All proceeds to ôHopetoAlbaniaõ 

 a charity  raising funds to help children and families in Albania 
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For all those  
dealing with the  
loss of a loved one , 
redundancy, divorce,  

or separation  
 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee  
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month  
 

 at 11 .00 am in the St Sarik Room of  
 

St. Andrewõs Sonning 
 

(June 8th 2010) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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Charvil Viewpoint  
 
On a casual reading of Mathewõs and Lukeõs gospels you might have 
mistakenly thought that Mary, the blessed mother of Jesus, was a single 
parent and that Joseph only had ôa walk on partõ so to speak. As a father, I 
feel for Joseph and the extent to which he played second fiddle to Mary, 
the shepherds and the wise men. So I am pleased that although Fatherõs day 
is not an official part of the churchõs calendar at least there is an 
opportunity for all fathers to get a look in and to be appreciated. This is 
especially important as there are so many single parents in our society as a 
result of the breakdown of relationships in the partnership between moth ers 
and fathers, both outside  and within marriage.  
 
As mothers are usually given custody of the children of the failed 
partnership, it is to my mind vitally important that fathers are not pushed 
into the background without due recognition that they play a  vital role in 
the care and upbringing of their children. Their role should not be 
understated. Jesus learned a lot from his father , Joseph, in his carpenter õs 
workshop. Theirs must have been a bonding based on teamwork and mutual 
love, respect and underst anding. So on Fatherõs Day we emphasize and 
should enhance the contribution within the home and family that fathers 
play in the upbringing and moral teaching of helping their children to 
discern right from wrong. Our pursuit of the understanding of the Chr istian 
way of life as exemplified in the life and ministry of Jesus should be  the role 
model for all fathers in reflecting to their children as much as possible the 
same quality of relationship between Jesus and his spiritual father, God, as 
the caring, pr otective relationship that Joseph had with his earthly son.  
 
We are pleased to report that Chris Easton is recuperating and convalescing 
well after his successful operation as a result of the skill of the hospital 
surgeons and your prayers for him, for whi ch he is very grateful.  
 
Love and prayers, 
 
Michael & Family  
 

From the Registers  
 

Baptisms 
 
2nd May:   Henry James Munday 2nd   May: Jovian Marshman Bell Crozier 
16th May: Lily Anne Whitby  16th May:   Summer Anne Louise Grant 
 
 
Weddings 
  
9th April:    David James Turney and Erica Louise Townsend 
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10th April:  Michael McDonagh and Rachel Elizabeth Kiernan 
16th April:  Daniel Elliott and Nicola Giardina  
22nd May:   Ben James Kimber and Rebecca Lianne Duffield 
 
Funerals  
  
20th April:  Trevor Grist   21st April:   Helen Vooght 
26th April:  John Tranter   14th May: Norman Brown 
24th May: Mike Robson 
 

The Real Hedge Fund 
 
Our local nature conservation volunteer group, the Friends of Ali's Pond, are 
delighted to have secured a grant of £2,880 to enable  the planting of  a 
wildlife hedgerow along the north side of the A4 between Sonning and 
Charvil. The grant scheme, known as the Hedge Fund, is sponsored by Stella 
Artois and managed by The Tree Council and it paid for  the planting of 800 
metres of species-rich hedge on th e thin strip of land  which separates the 
A4 cycle path from the University Farm fence.  
 
Previous attempts to plant in the 80s had failed because large "standard" 
trees had been planted without guaranteed watering and maintenance, 
which led to most of them  dying. The planting this time was of very young 
specimens known as "whips" which have fully developed root systems and 
can become established very quickly with relatively little maintenance. This 
hedgerow will not only provide a very attractive and valuab le wild life 
habitat in its own right, but will also act as an important wildlife corridor 
alongside what is otherwise a very large and barren expanse of open, 
agriculturally improved grassland.  A total of 22 native hedgerow species 
were planted, including  Spindle, Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Wayfaring Tree, 
Crab Apple, Dog Rose, Field Maple and Hazel. 
 
Wokingham BC refused to allow the planting to take place on the south side 
of the ditch next to the  cycle path, even though their maintenance of the 
ditch appears to take place in geological timescales, but they ha d no 
objection to it being planted on the tiny strip between the ditch and the 
fence line. Fortunately Reading University Farms, who own that tiny strip, 
had no objection either. Indeed they acknowledged the benefits of shade 
and nutrition that the hedge will eventually provide to their livestock.  
 
Local countryside management specialist John Woodhouse had the dubious 
pleasure of winning the contract to do the planting ð I say òdubiousó 
because it involved  the back-breaking chore of planting 2,700 whips and 
installing rabbit guards and canes with each  one - all during that bitter 
weather in March!  

 
Ali Driver  
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Sonning Cricket Club ð itõs been a busy winter! 

 
Well another cricket season is upon us and as art ful spinner Mark Anderson 
polishes his glabrous pate for another long season in the sun, and young 
Ryan Pownall belies his tender years by honing a winning Sunday squad from 
a small but dedicated band of hibernating willow -wafters, itõs time for a 
quick update on whatõs been going on lately at Sonning Cricket Club. 
 
Firstly we have been successful with a SportEngland grant to purchase new 
covers and sightscreens, and two portable nets and a catching cradle for 
junior practice. Secondly we are well on our wa y to achieving England 
Cricket Board (ECB) Clubmark accreditation, which opens up new grants and 
training opportunities etc. As part of this process we have trained up 7 
members to become qualified coaches for our juniors, which is fantastic. 
We recently h ad an extremely successful work party as part of National 
Cricketforce Day, when 30 players turned out to assemble the new 
equipment and decorate and clear up inside and outside the pavilion. In 
addition we have secured the invaluable services of local sta lwart Stirk 
Pownall to serve as our groundsman. Those who know Stirk will be aware 
that his name is synonymous with the phrase òhard graftó ð as is already 
apparent at King Georgeõs Field. 
 
Our junior section, which has only been in existence for 2 years, is 
expanding from 2 teams to 4 ð as we will now be running one Under 8s, two 
U 11s and one U 13s team. Parents of any youngsters who wish to join, 
should contact Junior Cricket Manager, Neil Methold, on 0118 9321163 for 
details. This year our overseas player is the very personable Rhys Yorke 
from Brisbane and he will be helping out with the junior coaching on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
Finally I should mention that in response to some recent rumblings that 
because we had been so successful we couldnõt somehow be a true village 
cricket club any more, I did some research. The facts were even more 
dramatic than I expected: when I joined the club in 1987, there were 7 
playing members who lived in the village ð now there are 53; 28 juniors and 
25 adults! Your village cric ket club really is just that, and it is going from 
strength to strength ð but we still need all the support we can get ! To find 
out more  about us, log on to www.sonningcc.co.uk     
                     

Ali Driver  
 

Pearson Hall Annual General Meeting  
 
The Pearson Hall Management Committee cordially invites you to the 
Pearson Hall AGM which will be held in the Hall on Wednesday 16th June, at 
7.45 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. You are invited to attend or send a representative, 

http://www.sonningcc.co.uk/
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and to take part in the elections. Light refreshments will be served. If you 
wish to raise any matters at the meeting it will be helpful if you could let 
me know in advance so that any necessary research can be carried out 
before the meeting. We look forwa rd to seeing you at the AGM. 
 

Sharon Robinson 
 

Will The Magic Come Back? 
 
When I was a boy I lived in Woodley, but spent most of my leisure time in  
Sonning. We were a group of lads and lassies who would congregate in a hut 
at the tennis courts in the Rec. I met Peg, my Wife of sixty -five years, at  
this time.  
 
The hut was a magic place. We were a well -behaved bunch and there was 
never any complaint about our activities (if we had transgressed Mr Dean, 
the local Bobby, would smartly have had us on the carpet ).  
 
In the Recõ at that time were two devices, the Ocean Wave and a long 
swing, that could have caused injuries but never did. Health and Safety 
people would have been appalled. The Parish Council has now put a new hut 
near the playground. I hope that toda y's lads and lassies will get the same 
pleasure from it as we did from the previous one.  
 
Will the magic come back for the modern generation of girls and boys?  
Three of my friends are commemorated on plaques in the Church, as is Peg's  
Cousin who I met but  briefly. What a long time ago it was, yet how vivid the 
memories. 

 
Rusty Atkins  

 
RNLI Sonning Branch Garden Party 2010  

 
The Garden Party, this year, will be held, by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs J. 
Baldwin at The White House, High Street, Sonning on Saturday 19th June 
from 6.30 to 8.00pm. Tickets are available from David Bates: Telephone 
0118 969 7753, price £10.00 each. 
 
Please support this very worthwhile charity & have fun as well!  
 

Lynn Woodhouse  
 

Sonning Glebe WI 
 
At our main meeting in May we were ver y lucky with the weather as Barbara 
Carr had organised a village quiz. This involved walking round the village 
looking for the answers to her question sheet. Husbands and friends joined 




