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The Parish of Sonning

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning w ith Ramsbury, became a separate
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury,
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hal until
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times -
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Cano n Hugh Pearson; it was he who
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869.

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century,
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean’'s Peculiar'.

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969,
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal ve nue for village functions

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park
(once the home of the Lord of the Ma onning Church of England Primary
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the
centre of which is now a conservation area.

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which

it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Son ning. In the 18th
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which

lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London

to Bath highway.

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particu larly
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and
opened in 1952; it remains wit hin the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.
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Clergy: Vicar

Associate Vicar

Licensed Lay
Ministers

Churchwardens:

Deputies:

St Andrew's Sonning Contacts

Rev Jamie Taylor

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
(day off Thursday)

Rev Michael Forrer,

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,
Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE

Mr R. J. Peters, EIm Gables, Parkway Drive,
Sonning, RG4 6XG

Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net
Mrs Jan Hammond Email: jan@jdhammond.com
Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)

Email: Copynookl@aol.com

Mrs Molly Woodley.

Kay Cohen

Ruth Warms

Charvil: TBA

Parochial Church Council:

Secretary:
Treasurer:
Gift Aid:

Parish Magazine:
Editor:
Advertising:
Circulation:
Organist &
Choirmaster
Bookings

Parish Admin

Internet
Addresses:

Mrs Shirley Chard

Mr John Scobile,

Mrs Pat Livesey,

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.com.uk

Mr Gordon Barnett

Mrs Nicky Clark

Mrs Pat Livesey

Mr David Duvall. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com

St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims

St Patrick' s Church Hall: Debbie Knox

Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
http://www.sonningparish.org.uk

Editor: gordonbarnett@btinternet.com
Advertising: nickypryce@btinternet.com
Vicar: revjaft@yahoo.co.uk
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Forthcoming Events

Date What 6s on? Page
3 Jul School PTA: Village Pounders match R
4 Jul FoStAC Family Cycle Ride R
5 Jul Saints v Sinners cricket match 19
18 Jul Parish Walk 23
18 Jul Conservative Association Sunmmer Drinks R
19 Jul Deanery Evensong, St Andr 18
11-13 Sep | Village Voices exhibition and Heritage Walks 24
19 Sep Sonning Village Show 23
Deadl i neMaga8reptio®pm Fri, 21 ' August 2009
Notes: R= R_emlnder from previous issue.
D = Diary entry.
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Regular Services

The Parish Church

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
10.30 am | Family Service, first Sunday of the month

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth
Sundays.

Matins, third Sunday.

6.30 pm | Evensong, except third Sunday of the month,
when it will be Holy Communion with the
laying on of hands for those who wish it.

Wednesdays | 10 am Holy Communion at St 4

St Patrickds Charvil

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays
Worship Service other Sundays

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of
the month

I f you would I|Iike to arrange a Church Servi ce
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted

by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the

vicar on 0118 969 3298.

The VicarGs Letter

Dear friends,

oWell sheds alright, but my Percy candt
What ever youodore talking about with her,
pretending to read a two year oldngcopy
room recently | coul dndt avoid over hea
of the unknown | adyds dubious skill s i

she lacked in subtlety, she more than made up for in enthusiasm, although
with a far from successful ou tcome.

| have to admit that part of me sympathises with Percy. We are undoubtedly
charged by the gospels to go and tell others about Christ, and yet the
cracked record approach of talking of little else is, | would suggest, not
quite what was intended. In deed, the one -dimensional Christian, whose only
real interest and community involvement is church, is always going to be
impeded in Christian witness.

We Christians are very good at filling up our diaries, so that much time is
spent on c¢ o mmifund raisers and tRedikefamd not enough time
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is left for involvement in the wider world. Priests have many opportunities

to become part the community, with invitations to be involved with all

manner of organisations and projects, and this is surely vita | if the church is

to have any influence beyond its own congregation. Christians from some
churches seem to retreat into their own world, where fellowship with fellow

believers is more conducive than involvement in an apparently hostile world

outside. They mak e occasional rai ds on denem
recruiting sergeants, and glossy literature, but they actually make little real

impact because the encounters are fleeting, even gimmicky, and trust never

develops.

Christians are compelled to make a difference in the world. Most of us
arendt going to do this through a oBill
I doubt we wil/l do it i f we follow the
we make a difference to our community by being part of it; by se rving as a

school governor, or volunteering for Age Concern, standing for the council,
joining Rotary, t he WI or what ever. I
However, it is through the friends and contacts we make doing these things

that we can witness fo r Christ, not by browbeating, but by the way we live

our lives. If people know we are Christians, and we are truly following
Christds teaching in how we behave, t
make a difference.

With warmest wishes.
Jamie

Notices
D Day-a Post Script

Those who joined our D Day 65" anniversary commemorations will recall
hearing about Joseph Snowball, a villager who died during the landings. His
picture was on prominent display, and a posy was laid at his memorial.
Three days after the service | had a phone call from an elderly gentleman in
Essex asking if we had a war memorial in church. He then asked if | would
go and check if his old Sergeant Major was included, one Joseph Snowball!
He knew nothing of our commemorations, and told me that, having landed
on Sword beach with him, and having been with him as he died, he had
been thinking a lot about him in the last few days. Needless to say, | was
able to assure him that Joseph Snowball, and all of his comrades were
honoured at our service, and | have also been able to send photographs and
an order of service to him. It was a most fascinating and moving
conversation to have after our memorable service.

Do keep May &' 2010 free as we are already planning the community
celebration for the 65" anniversary of VE Day.
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D day Remembered
The V.1.P. guests and their hosts

The Standard Bearers WOl | (CsmM) J.J.
Memor i al Pl aqgue



