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The Parish of Sonning  
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning wi th Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon  Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly vi sited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal ven ue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish o f Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, pa rticularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remain s within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday)  

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwarde ns:  

 Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net  940 1431 

 Mrs Jan Hammond. Email: jan@jdhammond.com 926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)  

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 

 Charvil: TBA  

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid:  Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall.  Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor:          gordon.barnett@tal ktalk.net  

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Note: The change of email address for the Editor.  
 His old ôbtinternetõ address will not work any longer ! 

 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

12 Jan  ôFootprintsõ coffee morning 20 

13 Jan Emmaus Nurture Course commences  

23 Jan FoStAC; Reading Male Voice Choir concert, St Andrewõs 21 

5 Feb An Evening with David Shepherd 22 

6 Feb Church Barn Dance, Charvil Village Hall D 

10 Feb Scarecrows 2010; start-up meeting 23 

27 Feb RNLI Sonning music evening 22 

13/14 
Mar 

St Patrickõs Festival 
21 

8 May Christian aid Concert  R 

 

Notes:  
Deadline, Feb m agazine: 4.00 pm  Friday, 22 nd Jan 2010  
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church  
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month  

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it.  

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrewõs 
 

St Patrickõs Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third  Sunday of 
the month  

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrewõs Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator f or Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicarõs Letter  

 

Dear friends,  
 
Firstly, a ver y happy New Year and decade to you all.  
 
There is a large depiction of Christ on the west window of my last church in 
Broadstairs, and, if you look closely it appears that he is wearing lipstick. I 
highlighted this in a sermon once, not because I felt it was intended to be 
some new twist in the Da Vinci Code saga, rather an attempt to illustrate 
something that has long confused me, and been a source of some irritation. 
The issue is this. Why is it that so often when Christ is depicted, he appears 
with a ra ther limp expression on his face, with pristine chiffon robes, 
beautifully shining hair and with a rather camp demeanour? Indeed, the 
model of Jesus in that churchõs Easter garden appeared to have a touch of 
the Larry Grayson about him. Itõs all rather a puzzle when one stops to think 
of the Jesus we learn about in the gospels. A carpenter from very humble 
origins in a rural backwater, choosing rough fishermen as travelling 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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companions as they wandered from village to village in the dry and dusty 
heat of Isr ael. Indeed, I find that I am not alone in my frustration. Dorothy 
Sayers wrote in exasperation in her book The Greatest Drama Ever Staged: 
òWe have very efficiently pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certified 
him ômeek and mild,õ and recommended him as a fitting household pet for 
pale curates and pious old ladies.ó This description of ôpale curatesõ also 
highlights the frequent comedic presentation of clergy on television as again 
rather limp -wristed and precious. Dadõs Army and All Gas and Gaiters spring 
immediately to mind. So in churches up and down the land, Jesus comes 
across more often than not as a bit of a sissy, who wouldnõt say boo to a 
goose, and our televisions tell us that many of his followers have followed 
suit. In an age obsessed with presentation and image, none of this does the 
church any favours. 
 
One of the criticisms that is often levelled at the Bishops of the Church of 
England is that they donõt speak out on moral issues of the day, and the 
inference, particularly from the media, i s that they donõt wish to rock the 
boat. This is sometimes unfair because Bishops do speak out, but the media 
often donõt pay attention. It was therefore particularly heartening some 
time ago to see reported the Archbishop of Canterbury and his colleaguesõ 
contribution to the debate in the Lords on assisted dying. This bill had truly 
terrifying implications, and it was important for the church to speak up. 
There was also a vast petition signed by tens of thousands of Christians 
backing their stance.  
 
When we speak out on controversial issues we expose ourselves to those 
who would disagree with our stance, and that isnõt necessarily pleasant. We 
can be tempted to keep our thoughts to ourselves in the hope of a quiet 
life, and also not wanting to cause offenc e, and many Christians have done 
this over the related issue of abortion. I can imagine the Jesus Christ in that 
stained glass window would also steer well clear of the subject, opting for 
niceness over justice, politeness over truth. But as we well know, the real 
Jesus spoke out on all manner of issues, with no regard for the 
consequences, and I suspect he might just have had something to say about 
the termination of over 218, 000 young lives, as happened in the United 
Kingdom last year. Sometimes it seems our leaders and indeed society as a 
whole are more concerned about eco light bulbs than the life of an unborn 
child.  
 
Many people, of all faiths and none, question the fundamental principle of 
abortion, but equally, I perceive that there is a significant p roportion of 
individuals who have never thought about the issue. At a time when so many 
couples are on adoption waiting lists, it is depressing to digest these figures. 
Indeed, Britain now has the highest rate in Europe of teenagers going for 
their second abortion. Surely, they were not all because of medical 
necessity?  
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The gift of life is God -given, and to be cherished. If nothing else it is surely 
time to reopen the debate on time limits. At present we can terminate a 
childõs life up to 24 weeks into the pregnancy, and yet it has been proved 
that babies born prematurely at that stage, and slightly earlier, can and do 
survive. Seven hundred hours was spent in Parliament debating the issue of 
the extermination of foxes; where do our priorities lie?  
 
Ann Widdecombe M.P. stood in the pulpit of my last church and memorably 
stated that the Church has been so busy bending over backwards 
accommodating everyone with different views and beliefs in our 
multicultural and rather irreligious society, that we have effe ctively 
surrendered our own faith. The implication is that the meek and mild, 
insipid and wholly ineffective Jesus, misguidedly depicted in so many of our 
Churches, has become our champion and guiding light. I know that it is 
something of a generalisation,  but I wonder if she may just have a point?  
 
With best wishes,  
 
Jamie  
 

Notices 
 

Junior Choristers & new Vestments:  On November 29th, at a special 
service for St. Andrew's day, our 12 new junior choristers were admitted 
into our choir, and the new robes fo r adults and children were dedicated. 
The junior choir sing at the first Sunday of the month family service, having 
attended a 7:00 -7:40pm rehearsal the previous Friday, and have also joined 
in with big services such as Remembrance Sunday and at Christmas. New 
members are welcome, so please speak to the vicar or organist if 
interested.  
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Village meeting facilities:  The PCC has recently been reviewing the 
facilities at  St Andrew's church, particularly in relation to accommodation 
for  our Sunday school/crèche/youth work and other groups.  As part of this 
review we would very much welcome views from the wider village on the 
existing provision of meeting facilities in Sonning. If you have a view on 
whether the present provision is in need of expans ion at some stage in the 
future, we would be very pleased to hear from you. Please could you email 
Mark Jordan the Churchwarden (mark.jordan@talktalk.net ) or write to him 
care of the Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning RG4 6UR? 
 
Christingle:  As Candlemas falls on the last Sunday in January, this will be 
our Christingle service. There will be no family service on the first Sunday in 
February.  
 
Emmaus Nurture Course : Would you like to come and have a refresher in 
the Christian faith? Would you like to have the opportunity to ask questions 
and learn from other Christians in an informal atmosphere? The Emmaus 
nurture course has just been used successfully for our Confirmation 
preparation, and we shall be star t ing another course on January 13th at 
11am. This will run every two weeks for 15 sessions. An evening group will 
also be started a little later in the New Year. Please let the Vicar know if 
you would like to come to the Wednesday group.  
 
Serving:  We have a dedicated group of servers who assist at communion 
services, but I would like to increase the number of those who are available. 
The commitment would be no more than once a month, and it is a really 
valuable contribution to our church. Anyone from the age of 9 onwa rds 
would be very welcome. There would be an informal training session or two, 
and the possibility of shadowing an experienced server if necessary. Please 
do speak to the Vicar or Jean Collin if interested.  
 
Christmas Music:  Thank you to David Duvall and the choir for providing us 
with such a wonderful variety of Christmas music. Once again we were 
blessed with their contributions. Also, we are most grateful to the flower 
team for making the church look lovely, to those who put up and decorated 
the tree, an d to the manager of the Bull, Dennis Mason for donating it.  
 
New Eucharistic Gold Vestments:  The present gold chasuble (Eucharistic 
robe worn by the priest at communion) and burse and veil (coverings for the 
Chalice on the altar) have been in need of retir ement for some years. They 
were threadbare and certainly not suitable for further use at our major 
festivals. We are therefore most grateful to the Friends of St. Andrewõs for 
providing funding for a specially commissioned replacement chasuble and 
burse and veil which were first used at midnight mass. They have been 
made by Watts and Co. of Westminster and are of a Gothic revival design, 
and complement beautifully the magnificent setting in which they will be 
used. They are of the highest quality, and will be of use in the church for 

mailto:mark.jordan@talktalk.net
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many, many years to come. It is hoped that when funding allows, an altar 
frontal of the same design can be commissioned.  
 
Jamie  
 

Charvil with the year in prospect  
 
Contrary to the fortune teller who was given a crystal ball for Christmas but 
threw it away because she could see no future in it, I do optimistically see a 
better year ahead than 2009.  When everyone else only sees doom and 
gloom ahead it is only too easy to join in the foreboding of the pessimists of 
this world.  Thi s may be a pipe dream on my part, but as Goethe, the 
German equivalent of Shakespeare, wrote òIf you can dream it you can do 
itó.  We dreamed of a white Christmas and we got it.   
 
If everyone dreams and hopes for the best, then there is a chance that the 
Copenhagen Climate Change conference will not have been a lot of hot air 
and a waste of time and money chasing an elusive hare.  On the contrary, 
with good will on all sides, an elusive legally binding agreement will 
eventually be achieved in the best poss ible interest of planet earth.  We 
pray for that.  Then again we dream and hope that the economy will pick up 
to a greater extent than the current forecast, enabling the unemployed to 
get back to work.  Further we hope and pray that the election in May wil l 
result in the best possible government being put in the hot seat of power 
with the wisdom to curb the negative greed of capitalism.   
 
For the optimist òhope springs eternaló, with the best will in the world for 
2010. 
 
Love and Prayers, 
 
Michael & Family  

 
From the Registers  

 

Baptisms 
  

6th December: Charlotte Lucy Pizzey.  
6th December: Emily Elizabeth Moores 
  

Weddings            
  

28th November: Joanne Carol Marie Goldsmith and Adam Baker 
19th December: Alistair David Grunert and Patricia Joan Allen  
  

Funerals 
  

1st December: Michael David Mascard  8th December: Angela Smith 
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For all those  
 

dealing with the 
 

loss of a loved one 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee 
morning  

 
On the second Tuesday of the month at 11am 

in  
 

the St Sarik Room of 
 

St. Andrewôs Sonning 
 

(from January 12
th
 2010) 

 
An opportunity to meet with others facing the  

 
many pressures of bereavement 

 

 


