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The Parish of Sonning

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in
the 7th century. In 9 09 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury,
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times -
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely
rebuilt in 1852, during the i ncumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869.

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally
known as Church House, a guesthouse f@ pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century,
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbur y who
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'.

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969,
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reding University
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the
centre of which is now a conservation area.

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which

it lies has long been part of the eccle siastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which

lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London

to Bath highway.

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s by -passing Twyford, and
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning, It was
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.



Clergy: Vicar
Associate Vicar

Licensed Lay
Ministers

Churchwardens:

Deputies:

St Andrew's Sonning Contacts

Canon C. G. Clarke,

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
Rev Michael Forrer,

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,
Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE

Mr R. J. Peters, EIm Gables, Parkway Drive,
Sonning, RG4 6XG

Mr Bob Hine, 28 Glebe Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XH

Email: bob.hine@btopenworld.com

Mrs Jan Hammond, 28 Hilltop Road, Earley,
RG6 1DA .Email: jan@jdhammond.com

Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus), 3 Strathmore
Drive, Charvil, RG10 9QT

Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood Gate,
Lower Shiplake, RG9 3BY

Charvil: TBA

Parochial Church Council:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Gift Aid:

Parish Magazine:
Editor:
Advertising:
Circulation:

Organist &
Choirmaster

Bookings

Parish Admin
Internet
Addresses:

Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood gate, Lower
Shiplake, RG9 3PY

Mr James Wilson, 3Imperial Court,
Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1NP

Mr John Scoble, 8 Whitegates Lane, Earley,
Reading, RG6 1EE

Mr Gordon Barnett
Mrs Nicky Clark
Mrs Pat Livesey

Mr David Duvall, 39 Hudson Rd, Woodley,
RG5 4EN. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com

St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims

St Patrick's Church Hall: Mrs N. Potter
Sonia Boyles: martinsonia@clara.co.uk
http://www.sonningparish.org.uk

Editor: gordonbarnett@btinternet.com
Advertising: nickypryce@btinternet.com
Vicar: chrisclarke @vodafoneemail.co.uk
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Forthcoming Events

Date What 0s on? Page
Jan 14 Scarecrows 2008 meeting 21
Jan 15 CE School open morning 21
Jan 26 Church Barn Dance R
Feb3 St Andrewds & St Patrickos 18
Feb 9 RNLI Sonning Music Night 22
May 18 Luncheon at Blue Coat Schooldfarewell t o the Vicar 20
Jun 7  Living Faith: Conference, Oxford 18

Notes: Deadline, February Magazine: Fri, 25 ™ January 2008
R = Reminder from previous issue.
D = Diary entry.
Important Notice
To all contributors

All items for the February 2008 issue should be sent to:
Steve.Wilkinson@ 1stadvance.com

Any sent to Gordon Barnett will not be in the February

magazine. However, Gordon will resume responsibility for

the March and subsequent issues. His email address is on

page 13, as usual.

And after a Christmas of Hi -tech presents:

“Mummy! Mummy! Daddy’s batteries have run out!”

We look forward to the next major church event d Easter:
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“It’s the Easter Bunny. Do we want to discuss
the possibility of a merger?”
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Regular Services

The Parish Church

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)

10.30 am | Family Service, first Sunday of the month
Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth
Sundays

Matins, third Sunday

6.30 pm | Evensong, except third Sunday of the month,
when it will be Holy Communion with the
laying on of hands for those who wish it.
Wednesdays | 10 am Holy Communionat StAnd r e w0 s

St Patrickds Charvil

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays
Worship Service other Sundays

Sunday School 9.30 am except first Sunday of

the month
If you would like to arrange a Thanksg iving for the birth of a child, a Baptism (please
gi ve at | east one monthdés notice of your

contact the Vicar. Please note that the Vicar hopes to take Monday as a day off,
although urgent matters will of course b e dealt with.

The Vicarods Letter
Change and No Change

Most people do not like change, we find it difficult and it unsettles us. None
of us know just what changes 2008 will bring. | know that, for Christine and
[, it will me an moving house and all the change that will bring but what
other changes will there be and will they be for the better? Only time will
tell. The truth is, some things will probably be better and some will be
worse.

Just a few things never change and we can predict in advance what is likely
to happen. As | sit at my desk writing this letter on the 27 ™ December | can
smell turkey curry wafting through from the kitchen. | suspect | am not
alone and, like many of you, | could have predicted what we would be
eating today!

The much more i mportant thing we <can
for us which never changes. On Christmas Day God, so to speak, gave
himself to us and to the whole world. That was the first great Christmas
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