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The Parish of Sonning  
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning wi th Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon  Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly vi sited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal ven ue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish o f Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, pa rticularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remain s within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday)  

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwarde ns:  

 Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net  940 1431 

 Mrs Jan Hammond. Email: jan@jdhammond.com 926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)  

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 

 Charvil: TBA  

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid:  Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall.  Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor:          gordon.barnett@tal ktalk.net  

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 
 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

6 Feb Barn Dance, Charvil Village Hall 20 

10 Feb Scarecrows 2010; start-up meeting R 

19 Feb ôVillages Voicesõ at The Museum of Rural Life, private viewing  26 

20 Feb Parish walk 21 

27 Feb Sonning Scouts quiz evening 23 

27 Feb RNLI Sonning music evening R 

13/17 Mar St Patrickõs Festival 19 

18 Mar FoStAC AGM 21 

20 Mar ôVillages Voicesõ at The Museum of Rural Life, private viewing  26 

8 May Christian Aid Concert  R 

12 May Annual Parish meeting R 

29/31 May Sonning Festival 24 

Notes:  Deadline, March magazine: 4.00 pm  Friday, 26 th  Feb 2010  
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church  
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month  

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it.  

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrewõs 
 

St Patrickõs Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third  Sunday of 
the month  

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrewõs Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administ rator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicarõs Letter  

 

Dear friends,  
 
The bleak mid winter has been with us in earnest since December, and as I 
write this, in mid January, the local schools have once again closed and 
people have been staying away from church because of the dangerous 
conditions. The sight of snow has always excited me. I well remember the 
few occasions as a child when we woke up and opened our curtains in 
expectation and saw the wonderful scene and realised that there would be 
no school. Of course there are many countries where snow is a daily 
presence for months on end, but we are just not used to this. However, the 
novelty value has now passed and we are presently at the stage where, 
rather like relatives at Christmas, itõs lovely when they first come, but 
weõre glad to say goodbye after a while! I must say that I have been 
encouraged at the level of community spirit in the parish, and, on my 
rounds, it has been very good to hear that the elderly and housebound have 
been well looked after by neighbours and friends. Indeed, I have been 
impressed since we arrived at th e good neighbourliness in the parish, and I 
know that others who have moved here recently are equally grateful.  

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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Someone once asked Jesus who our neighbours are. Christ then told the 
parable of the good Samaritan. In the last few weeks we have witnessed th e 
horrific aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti. In a similar way to the 
tsunami in 2004, this dreadful crisis has united people from around the 
world with a desire to follow the example of the good Samaritan. Some 
have given directly, and many have given in our church collections.  As well 
as this, the people and government of that country have been in our 
prayers. We should also look to uphold the church in Haiti as they will 
undoubtedly be heavily involved in offering support, comfort and hope. 
Sadly, unless personally involved in one of these great tragedies, we move 
on fairly quickly. However, I will be making enquir ies into how we as a 
parish might be able to support, on an ongoing basis ,the Christian church in 
Haiti.  
 
Finally, Lent is almost upon us.  Could I urge you to consider joinin g one of 
our Lent ôYork coursesõ. They will be an informal opportunity to spend a 
moment, not only in preparation for Easter, but also to reflect on our own 
Christian journey. They will be running on Monday evenings and Wednesdays 
at 11am and 7:30pm. Why not set aside a little time, quite apart from 
Sunday worship, to learn a little more about the Christian journey?  
 
Warm wishes. 
 
Jamie  
 

Notices 
 
Junior choir:  We have 14 members of the junior choir, and we are now 
pleased to be able to offer more places to boys or girls who enjoy singing. 
The commitment is to sing at the first Sunday of the month family service, 
having attended the practice between 7pm and 8pm the Friday before. They 
also sing at special services such as Christmas, Remembrance Sunday and 
Easter. They will also be invited to sing at weddings, but this is entirely 
voluntary. A fee is paid for singing at all of these services. Please contact 
the vicar or our director of music, David Duvall, if interested.  
 
Advance notice:  The parish will be holding a community celebration for the 
65th anniversary of VE day on May 9th. There will be a service at 6:30pm at 
which the Dean of Windsor, Bishop David Conner, will preach, and there will 
also be a party for the village . More details to follow.  
 
St. Patrickõs Day feast: On Saturday 13th at 7:30pm St Patrickõs is hosting an 
Irish stew and Guinness feast to celebrate their patronal saint. Tickets are 
on sale after services in both churches and are £7.50. As well as supper,  
there will be a licensed bar.  
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Lent Course:  Three groups are running this Lent, and you are very welcome 
to sign up on a list in either church. There will be a session on Monday 
evenings at 7:30pm, Wednesdays at 11am or 7:30pm. We will be following 
the usual ôYork Courseõ. 
 
With best wishes,  
 
Jamie  
 

Charvil Chatter  
 

The world is full of aches and pains, and of course today we are much more 
aware of them everywhere in the world thanks to the media who are always 
on the spot.  The initial response to disaste rs, both arising from natural or 
human sources, is more often than not immediate and generous.  The 
response to the suffering of the people of Haiti is a case in point.  The 
downside is that it isnõt long before the news of what has happened is 
replaced by the next assault on our emotions.  It is estimated that it will 
take ten years to restore Haiti and its people back to a semblance of 
normality.  The other sad fact of life is that familiarity can dull the need to 
maintain support and help and to maintain  the momentum long after the 
initial response.  
 
The importance of this cannot be under estimated if hope is not to turn to 
despair.  The disciples, immediately following the crucifixion of Jesus, felt 
that the bottom had fallen out of their world and all t heir hopes were 
dashed.  What they had given up the follow Jesus seemed to have ended in 
disaster, albeit not for long when to their amazement Jesus returned and 
reappeared to reassure them, that all was not lost and that he had not died 
in vain and withou t His death making any sense.  His numerous resurrection 
appearances proved without doubt that He was not only son of man but also 
son of God.  Every Good Friday and Easter Sunday we should never forget 
that in His suffering and subsequent victory over dea th, although an all too 
familiar event, is intended to renew our hope and the hope of all who suffer 
and are in despair, not least the people of Haiti.   
 
Our love should reflect the reality of Godõs love for all mankind, especially 
the people of Haiti, no t only for the duration of its news coverage but also 
for the years to come both in prayers and a continuing generous response to 
meet their needs in whatever way we can.  If we give up something for Lent 
let it be for the benefit of those who suffer depri vation and loss in whatever 
form.  
 
Love and Prayers, 
 
Michael & Family  
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For all those  
dealing with the  
loss of a loved one , 
redundancy, divorce,  
or separation  

 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee  
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of th e month  
 

 at 11am in the St Sarik Room of  
 

St. Andrewõs Sonning 
 

(February 9th 2010) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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