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The Parish of Sonning

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning wi th Ramsbury, became a separate
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury,
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times -
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester -on-Thames. It was largely
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869.

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century,
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who
regularly vi sited Sonning, the parish being a '‘Dean's Peculiar'.

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969,
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal ven ue for village functions

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the
centre of which is now a conservation area.

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which

it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish o f Sonning. In the 18th
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London
to Bath highway.

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, pa rticularly
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and
opened in 1952; it remain s within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.
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Clergy: Vicar

Associate Vicar

Licensed Lay

Ministers

Churchwarde ns:

Deputies:

St Andrew's Sonning Contacts

Rev Jamie Taylor

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
(day off Thursday)

Rev Mchael Forrer,

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,
Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE

Mr R. J. Peters, EIm Gables, Parkway Drive,
Sonning, RG4 6XG

Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net
Mrs Jan Hammond Email: jan@jdhammond.com
Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)

Email: Copynookl@aol.com

Mrs Molly Woodley.

Kay Cohen

Ruth Warms

Charvil: TBA

Parochial Church Council:

Secretary:
Treasurer:
Gift Aid:

Parish Magazine:

Editor:

Advertising:
Circulation:

Organist &

Choirmaster

Bookings

Parish Admin

Internet

Addresses:

Mrs Shirley Chard

Mr John Scobile,

Mrs Pat Livesey,

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk

Mr Gordon Barnett

Mrs Nicky Clark

Mrs Pat Livesey

Mr David Duvall. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com

St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims

St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox

Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
http://www.sonningparish.org.uk

Editor: gordon.barnett@taltalk.net
Advertising: nickypryce@btinternet.com
Vicar: revjaft@yahoo.co.uk

Note: The change of email address for the Editor.
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Forthcoming Events

Date What s on? Page
5 Dec CE School PTA Christmas Fair R
8 Dec OFoontpgsd coffee morning 19
10 Dec Floral Arrangement Society Christmas Luncheon 25
12 Dec Pearson Hall Social Committee Christmas Supper R
14 Dec CE School Carol Service R
20 Dec Service of Nine Lessons & Nine Carols 18& 21
24 Dec Crib Service 18
24 Dec Midnight Mass 18
25 Dec Holy Communion and Family Communion services 18 & 21
2010
16 Jan Conservative Drinks 25
23 Jan FoSt AC; Reading Male Voice Cho R
27 Jan Theatre Trip 24
6 Feb Church Barn Dance, Charvil Village Hall D
11 Mar Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch meeting 23
13/14Mar |St Patrickds Festival R
8 May Christian aid Concert R
Deadline, January Magazine: 4.00 pm Monday, 21 *' December 2009
Notes: R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry.
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Regular Services
The Parish Church

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)

10.30 am | Family Service, first Sunday of the month
Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth
Sundays

Matins, third Sunday.

6.30 pm | Evensong, except third Sunday of the month,
when it will be Ho ly Communion with the
laying on of hands for those who wish it.

Wednesdays | 10 am Holy Communion at St 4

St Patrickds Charvil

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays
Worship Service other Sundays

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of
the month

I f you would | i ke to arrange a Church Servi ce
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted

by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the

vicar on 0118 969 3298.

The magazine
P production and delivery
team wish you all a very
Happy Christmas

‘ and a

prosperous New Year.
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The Vicar G Letter

Dear friends,

Darkness has always been a potent metaphor for those things in life that
oppress, frighten and intimidate us. We know darkness in our physical lives
when illness is close at hand. We know it when we la ck the basic necessities
of life, food, shelter and clothing. We know darkness in our emotional lives
when we are burdened with worry, confusion, fear and guilt. We know
darkness when we live with violence or addiction or both. Many in the parish
have known the darkness that comes from bereavement. We know darkness
in our social lives when relationships fail, when the blessing of solitude gives
way to the burden of loneliness, when we cannot make meaningful
connections with other human beings. We know darkn ess in our political
lives when we cannot organise our communities and our society in ways that
are just and equitable to all. We know darkness in our spiritual lives when
the chasm that separates us from God remains unabridged from either side.
This is when we know an estrangement from God, from other human beings,
and from ourselves; when prayer seems an empty exercise and worship a
performance offered to an absent audience.

We wait for one who enters our darkness, finds us and brings us out. Advent
is the season when the boundaries of darkness are pushed back. We wait for
the light shining in Bethlehem's darkness and the darkness will be powerless
to extinguish it.

But let's not jump to premature and unwarranted conclusions. A baby is
weak and vulnerable, fragile and open to attack. Right from the start, the
Christ Child is exposed to harm. Mary's labour, induced by a gruelling 80
mile journey; a stable for a birth room; a manger for a bed; smelly hay and
straw the only mattress for his delicate, newborn skin. On top of this, King
Herod is in a murderous rage waiting to snuff out this new life. Despite all
this though, the light indeed shines in the darkness. But it is not yet a
blinding light. It is a gentle glow, a thing of grace and tender beauty. Iti s
the first light of the Christ Child, God's own Son, sent to find us, lost in the
night with no light to find our way, with hazards all about us.

What we look forward to celebrating at the end of Advent is a birth, and as
such, a beginning. For this season, that is enough. The hope of a birth, a
beginning, a ray of hope. But more than that, an assurance that while we
still know dark corners and fearsome shadows in our lives, God is with us.
Our rescuer has found us and will remain with us until our delive rance is
complete. He dwells not in unapproachable light, but couches his radiant
glory in the thoroughly approachable flesh and blood of the Virgin's child.
That same flesh and blood he gives graciously to us in the forms of bread
and wine.



It is his gift of love to us this Advent. As our Christmas tree lights will shine
out in our churches and homes, let us remem ber that there is another light:
The light that shines in the darkness; a light shining from Bethlehem's
stable; a light that shines in our hear ts. More than that, let us remember
that the darkness is powerless to extinguish it.

Caroline, Alice and our very own little baby to be, join with me in wishing
you all a holy Advent, and, when it comes, a very happy Christmas.

Jamie
Notices

Village meeting facilities: The PCC has recently been reviewing the
facilities at St Andrew'schurch, particularly in relation to accommodation
for our Sunday school/creche/youth work and other groups. As part of this
review we would very much welcome views from th e wider village on the
existing provision of meeting facilities in Sonning. If you have a view on
whether the present provision is in need of expansion at some stage in the
future, we would be very pleased to hear from you. Please could you email
Mark Jordan the Churchwarden (mark.jordan@talktalk.net ) or write to him
care of the Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning RG4 6UR?

Christingle: As Candlemas falls on the last Sunday in January, this will be
our Christingle service. There will be no family service on the first Sunday in
February.

Emmaus Nurture Course : Would you like to come and have a refresher in
the Christian faith? Would you like to have the opportunity to ask questions
and learn from other Christians in an informal atmosphere? The Emmaus
nurture course has just been used successfully for our Confirmation
preparation, and we shall be staring another course on January 13 " at
11am. This will run every two weeks for 15 sessions. An evening group will
also be started a little later in the New Y ear. Please let the Vicar know if
you would like to come to the Wednesday group.

Evensong: There will be no evensong on Sunday 27" December.

Deputy Warden at St Andrew's: The PCC has decided to create a second
post of deputy warden at St Andrew's. They will work alongside Molly
Woodley in support of Jan and Mark. The wardens proposed Gordon Owen
for this new post, and this was enthusiastically supported by all present.

Jamie
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